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"HAT the late change which bas token place 
my opinions and 


But thy 

u in particular ſhould; expreſs ſo much concert 
— on the — chat you ſhould: even diſpute the 
— of my intentions, and attempt to i 
me from purſuing che courſe I have begun by 
painting in ſuch ing colours the conle 
which you | e likely to reſult from 9 1 
den and unexpected an event, d % me: Alen 
a ſourte of unesſineſt. I do uot. underſtand W 
ſhould be ſorrowful on an occation whichpields 
me the molt abundant joy und ſutis faction 3 de i 
that — ould refle& upon the ſity - 
cerity of my intentions, when at the ſame time you 
aſfure me, that I am purſuing a line. of  condutt 
which muſt incvitably expoſe me to the tidicuſe | 
a greet part of my friends, r 


pip a faſhionable circles of ſociety. © r 


ov ſatisfy your 


any future 


TT me on the Tubjeds, [way robs 


A | | 0 
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deubts, i len your :ofloniths 3 
wen, and to . the neceffit 


conduct, ſhould have. 2 a 
forded matter of ſurpriſe to yo and ſome oiber of 
my friends, is no more than expected. 


* 
OR.” 
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* e 
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| 4 | F Rx ASONS for MzTHOD1SM. 
1 as briefly as I well can, the cauſes which have 


contributed to effeQ this change and open to you 
the real ſlate of my mind with reſpeU to matters 


. - lieved and attended to. After which: you are at li- 
berty to make your own comments, and put any 
ed d re you pleaſe on what I ſhall have offered 
t your conſideration. | 25 
Wu carpot have been ignorent that T was at an 
© early period of my life, initiated into the firſt prin- 
ciples of Religion; and as I was deſigned for the 
. Church during the greateſt part af the time I re- 
mained at ſchool, I received a ſuitable education. 
I T-devated ge part of my leiſure hour to the 
reading of religious books, and accuſtomed myſelf 
to make occaſional extracts from ſuch paſſages as 


ed my prayers; moſf of which were of my own 
Bs compoſition; and made it a point of reading a cer- 


portion of Seripture every day. By theſe 


J * eans J acquired a habit of devotion, and of ſe- 
dious meditation, which proved a ſource of real. ſa - 
ttt.is faction, and the exerciſe of which conſtiiuted at 


mix more in ſociety, ſaw more into the manneis, 
duiſpoſitions, and purſuits of mankind, and being 
. _  ealled to the Rudy of a-profeſſion with which I was 
Totally unacquainted; and very different from that 
Which I had expeRted to have been brought up to, 


: of time and ſenſe began to engroſs a larger ſhare. o 


the late Dr. Jebb, MF. Lindſay's Apology,” and fe. 


hands, The. reaſoning contained in theſgibgoks 
ſſtemed ſq plauſible and even convincing 
mind, that Fate diteoly in rejetting fall 
Aud unreaſonable, many of thoſe opinions Which. 


$; 9 7 0 
8 g 


which I conceive of the firſt importance to be be. 


ö appeared moſt worthy of regard. I never neg ledt - 


dat time one of the higheſt pleaſures I was capable 
bog enjoying.” By degrees however when I came to 


1 became leſs fixed in my principles, and the thi ngs 
attention. Soon on ſome of Jene of 

. n | 
veral of Dr. Prieſtley's works upon the ſubje& of 


wee 


. 5 and a few of the deiſtical writings, of V 
On Wich thy cunderg of ſomt ĩndi 
der 


| which this author was held both at horite'abd — 
J id give ith N 1 2 erceived ile f 
which it was Witte. "The andour” and 


"tion, On refle&ion, 9 
seh led into ; his een convinced me f he | 


4 or With public offer and dro e 


Kiel for Matei F + > 5 


Pad hitherto held facted; 1 even Tidicüled be dor J 
trines of original fin, the atomemem, ao&Joffifiess .- 
tion dy Faith,” with many others. In won PT'be. 


came à rfeft Socinian. As fach 1 could no longer 


in conſeience join with the ſervice of the Church 5 4 
and, hy adertial motives preventing me from attend. 
e 2 1 Vene e | 


f tad not 900 opt this pitt „ before | A 
ele- 


an opportunity vecurted to ms Bern re fog 


mt anether 47 — AA ceo dero 


Df the Script ures ked u eve 88. 
* to Gin A e etl Yo 7 2. 


8 


2s an 
redulity, of mankind, 364 no 680 aw mh 


Ubliwed by the © baten Necker on ide WY 
ance of Religious Opinions. The high. xe 


as Priine M. Minifter and as a Stateſmar, 8. 


elegance 0 File, an Hit and ene 


0 


of ſentiment which 7 through the Ie -of 


recommended it Rrongly to ny tnoſt Terious. at 
. o 49 N the errors Ih 


jeneficial ]iflubtice of reli ion on our 9 755 
on our condukt, and of its indiſpen 


was contineed of the g 
e Yr ah ages power aud wefof 
- AS SS 


tran 8 
f Hed 0 te wiese of Chriſhanity, an 1 


8 applzoged nch, couraiſe,” _ having 81 N 1 4 ? 


: % 
WS. 


| n off the p on dices of Y 
19 in'ty rior eee and uf 
Thought'w ft ad ratfottal Views/of ma - 


ture. N this ſrate of mind for eme ; „ 
years, When one day I dccidetirafly took up = 


% 
I - . 1 
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5 . \Reas0xs for Mar nobis. 
to reduce them to practice. I wanted an adequate 
motive to produce the effect. The efforts of unaſ- 
ſiſſect reaſon I knew were ineffefyal, the paſſions 
were ſtrong, the temptations to indulge them nu- 
merous and enticing, Even the conſtant avocations 
ol. buſineſs co - operated to divert my thoughts into 
other channels: thus however good my inclina- 
tions might have been, the voice of conſcience 
Was ſtiſled, and I once more relapſed, into a flate 
= of "Wy and lived as without God in the 
World. # Ng, n;, Ab 1144 3A 4 OS +443 
be laſt March, reading, as was my cuſtom, the 
Analytical, Review, my attention was directed to 
- the charadter of a book, of which the moſt honour- 
able. mention was made; and the extrafts there 
— quoted, and which I peruſed with. ſeriouſneſs, im- 
Preſſed me with an idea of its extraordinary merit. 
= — Tt immediately. ordered the Work, which was Pa. 
__  LEY's Evipsncss of CHRISTIANITY ;/ and | 
though I preſently. procured it, yet, from ng cauſe - 
= or another, it lay by me ſome time unopened, from 
that time ih de beginning of September. During 
be preceding month, 1 had had ſeveral converſa. 
' tions with ſome. friends on the ſubject of religion 
_ © In. general; the exerciſes of my profeſſional duties 
- afforded. me en opportunity of aſſeciating'a good 
al with" people among the Methodiſts, who were 
ind and tree enough to communicate to me their 
© - Jentiments,on matters of this nature, 1 began to 
+ think they wer more comfortable and happy under 
e influence of their opinzons than I was under the 
fluence of mine, that their life was checquered: 
_ with fewer evils, and their conduct throughout more 
Fonſiſſent with reaſon and virtue. I even. envied 4 
Jem their lot, and lamented my own inability (s 
-- adopt their perſualions. It was in vain that they . * 


825 talked 199 me of the comfortable aſſurances of the 5 
© e of ge willingoels of God. to receive a 
VVT 
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that they endeavoured to impreſs on my mind the _ 
efficacy of divine grace, or the excellence of the 
Chriſtian morality, when 1 denied the authority of- 
the, records ky Og from whence theſe doftrines 
are derived. I reaſoned however thus with muyfelf. , 
« 1225 ſebeme of Chriftianity involves a ſubfett of .. 
portance, it is either true or falſe. A candid'ens | 
into its evidences is the moſt likely way ot. 

deciding the queſtion,.. I have hitherto judged it 
falſe 2 but on what grounds? Have I cn 
8 the nature and number of its evdencey? 
ſenſible. I have not, I have taken's partial and 


am 
806 view. of the ſubj ect, and Fi a know. . 


e of. this part I have Real the Whole 3 in 


other words, becauſe I could not reconcile certain - 
arts t6 my own reaſon, becauſe I could not reduce 
"BE to a. level with my own undetſtanding, and 


make them accord with my ideas of the 1 *2 


and wiſdom of God, I have had the audaeny to re- 
che Whole ſy ſtem as ſpurious. But ſureſy⸗ this 
8 of reaſonts founded on ſo imperfe& an ges 
e e the ſubje& itfelf, mu She ens 
9 faftory and inconcluſive, even hen applied 
See N jog ferior moment. So that in the pre 

ent inſtance, I I muſt confeſs, I have formed a'haſty 


and premature 13 * and the moſt probable ſup- a 


1277 is, that I muſt be miſtaken. I will theres 
re re-examine the ſubject; and as, perhaps, both 


y : preſent and de happineſs are intereſted 1 
W 1 ion, it can be eſteemed no loſs of time to 


10 5 diligently to the work in hand.” I recollected 
* had by we tl the Evidences of Chriſtianity mentioned 


2 del ed not a moment, I read, T ſtudied, Tres . 
flefted, A the two volumes twice over in a 
ſhort time. 1 have reaſon to bleſs the hour in Which 
"Þ firſt took them up. A new light of evidences 
awned upon my m wy a vaſt and Mage pe field 

a rgument etcnted itſelf to m view; Ia 
3 ed of the human abe 2 


e 


REASONY for Nu TMO. 
DES Nen che abfurdity vf 


8 Abd. th 9 gnorance U . 
5 ſounded; ahd bj ate the Aſmiighty che 


| nſe pag . me wich new arid _ purer 
"| ſentiments 1 0 igjon and in etthiſhing” muy faith 
on a jap Taft! not be n nd 


ich, I; why whis cfuaded, the g Bates 8 0 def 
Ade be able to pre - FRETITIOG 


UR Bs, and of hof the doctrine 


E 8 {ek 6 kw 5 


meth( 85 the | 
at 2 of Scripture moſt material 


hriflians a 
e reac [the 0 6155 Whoſe Writiy vie = 
a gr 3 connettion with, J. thr freque i 


1 N Chrif 25 the, ot Fry of his mffion, t 
eee 


books of the 77 e 220 
SEN 1955 at the m time re 


RIES Ree - 10 he Thron e 


, to fit my min er the reception of reve 


. Aeg thoug Wi en duty dee 
* al 7 cou Id. the p 4 natere” and 5 


| | kg thole doftrines. of- FN o ible W 


an account: By this means 1 


eompore them with the ove tenets We Rs | 


_ of different ſells of Chr ions d. us, 1 
”. reſolved. o unte myſelf with that 
mode of faith and conduct Thoutd a appear 10 ml 


8 we, y 


8 


e the book infrucichial in reNbrih . | 


3 5 ce fat tisfied F. ede Lobe dn | 
eity . AIR 90 4 er 0 


ow NE under and: zul 


| o w Id .grant EN 44 affiſtance \ "MC 5 


72 3 
; 5s 


1 Tellers.” by 4 


berty, public order, and inflexible EO; yy 


theſe along for the proof of t 2 
Vance, But this diverlity of opipiong, is calily ac» 
counted for, if we conſider the 1 5-4 | 


ſo wiſely. Others, again, aftuated by pure mo. 

S e but erring from an incorrect and premature 

Adu gent. make up their minds upon the ſub 
wit 


* 
a. mn | 


1 'RxAsoNs for MzTroDION. oe, . 
In the mean ume reſt aſſuted that I Thall never 


| Ceaſe to reſpeft the church as eſtabliſhed by lawy 
RY. for its proſperity, ” and peruke: 12 adly an oc 
o 


n offers in its ordinances. May the God of hes. 
ven and earth enlighten with his» wiſdom the Ki 


2 0 
* * 
* z 
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1 
— * 


2 o 
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of thefe Realms; and miay'vital religion, ſolid li- 85 a 


pd heart, aud animate every ſoul. . 
*. am. 0 1 friend. L 
h ov icon e DOES ALEXANDBR: | 
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Chriſtianity is divided, profeſs to derive their 


r-{peRive tenets, from the 8005 


doftrines they ad. 


dices, we. neceſſarily imbibe in 

and from wbich men of the mo cen oral? e e 

17 enlightened | underſtanding. are A exempt. 
e form; our ideas of things before we are capable 

of Judging of the truth, or propriety of them; and 


this pre pol eſſion is apt io contratt our minds, darken 7 
er 


our underſtandings, and is often ſo fixed and rivet» | 


ted 28 to withſtand the cleareſt evidence. 


Moreover, worldly intereſt often intergoſes. i 
baneful' influence, and Tooner than reſign any 


5 e alluring proſpetts 4 it flatters us with, we Wil- 


Ily ſhut our eyes againſt the light, refuling to 
liſten to the — of the charmer, charm he never 


t haying ſtudied ſuficiently al © records rot 
* * bebe cheir W ; 0 other - 


"wot 


res, and appeal to 
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a wesns to elt content wi 
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words, bins; partial information, they. = + 
en 
1 


neral concluſion. Some * 
ol ſhame: and; dread Of. ri 1 frotn: gi 
much of their time and attention to maiters 
kind, to enable ibem to form a Hh W 5 


already buſmeſs enough 
. dad of the, Zapp. 7 . i Batra 


themſelves under the ; ſhadow © 


whatever it ma 


_befots them; 
Educated, and to take no farther * or — 


EEE duty 


Wie Bk e 


rs to me it is the 

ſe who ** ability 
and examining the 2 * 
think for them elves. 
ve, They 


It A. 


de opinions of others, 
ey 9 and after baving p! 
4 faſt that Which 18 


all nr 


4 {hou!d ffidy with Uiligente: 
1 957 ie vol, that their minds mie 


ee er explatiations 


ha Auel Nane have given, and which might 


be apt io bias their judgment, and: preclude the ne- 
© cefluty of their dun moe ſeduleus exertions, This 


plan of fludy ſhould be accompanied with frequent 
and Fervikie 7 rayers ts the Almighty, that be Would 
be pleaſed” 85 vouchſafe his: 69 Spirit to Ge 


| Ty ae and 10 lead them In . Wey of 
rut | 
A roo begins and” eie hs lan of Wis 


kind, attuated A 1 55 love of God and an 


B eatnet 1onging, after truth, will, 1 apprebend, ibs. 
ing in his labours ; ; and Whatever 

Fler of opihions $ He. may ultimately form, H. 
ever pA 5 deviale in Tome patticu pojtit Rem 


ure of füccee 


many of brethret, ſuc 155 a 710 have no ſetu. 
__ e Will 15 tavour and KENT. 


: bo : 
in 
* % * VE 
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may be which th "Wi Warr ba ſed 


in which they themſelves wers 
portunity- of 


| are bound to inveſtigate 


"We Ip of the authenticity of che en * 2 
t | 
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2 and zfpiring aſter new ſources of happineſs, h. 


E. 22 
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"Rnkaons for-MyruovIN, 3 3 
E e No a ai ly 
con „A zealous A cipte of 
A RL 
* us much. 1 46 4 
een e's my at pg v 
_ reaſons, in — and unequivocal man | b 
m ontering jt Into th e Mechodift connetdlion 
. would firſt direct sttemion 0 4 el 


Wy pe important dos rines "taught by ah e. 


1 are, original . the atonement, hege: 
ion by faith, te new birth. By «he Grit of 


* 


5 TY Tre art in ed to believe that man . 
led in the im of God; upright, chap and not 
bo: od dea 'T hat be was ende ed with the | 


= to continue in this Kate, ts 
mean of „and perſevered in nit A 2 ee 
at at the Is —_ be had the Bberty of ebu WW 
Mm be A bleſſing hd u curſe e 
'knew de kon ns Un which - 
N 'he Was informed of the i 4 
| hattet, os he deen 


We to the ſap * and e 
of Sow unmindful of the mereies be had receiv» - 


She 


in time became corrupt, and his affeftions Were als. 
Eßiateck from the true God. He diſobeyeſ dhe ex- 
reſs 8 of hig Creator,” and in conſequence, - 
Ex mile death, were introduced into be 
Wakes E Oe not only Adam by theſe mens for. 
Feired the Divine favour, but bis poſterity likewiſe 
Were neceffarily” implicated in his guilt. AR mon 
in all nations, from "that time to the preſentiare- 
© born ſinners; and as long as they remain ſuch we - 8 
_ yuder the cohidemnation of God's l.. | 
Let us Tee firſt, how this doctrine agrees ack © 
3 tho'Serſpuites have madeknown tous,” AU 
ere Lobſerve, it is not à folitary text Acattered | 


Ker there, i Which ee SHRINE - "of | 
= Nig $29 16:0 03 -3*/:>/-e6uthy — I 
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. ; | % | 0 ; E | | 
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4 mY 8 RxAazons for Marnobisu. oO ION 
3Y euch r nor is it-expreſſed in metaphorica) 

or obſcure language: it is aſſerted almoſt in ever 

| book; and in the moſt poſitive terms which language 
would admit; it is alluded te, either directly or in, Ps 

__ creftly; throughout the whole. ſubſtance of both [ 

_. the * Ol and New Teſtament; and it E videnily con- A 

* Nitutes the baſis or foundation of moſt of 74H 4 | 

dodrines of the Bible. The followin by Wage rag 0 

= I 1 e the truth ol Markos 


ber man Was originally . wad abt jas 
Peder is evident from; the account given of t 
_ Creation-incthe” firſt. chapter of Genelis. Ane 
= God ſaid, Let us make man in our own- image, 
=— after our own likeneſs 2: and let him have dominion HT 
= overihe zh of the fea, and over the fowls. of the 
3 air, end over the cattle, and over all the earth, and | 
over every 3 thing chat creepeth upon > 3 
. Eaith, 80 created man in his own .ima 4 
the image of God created he him: male and — 4 
. them; And God bleſſed them, and God Men 
ſaid unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, ang re- 
| the earth; and ſubdue it: bu of Fig Om» 
nion over the fiſh of the ſea, and an the fowl o 
ys he air, and over every living thing that moveth 
| - pon the Sürth. Gen, i, 2628. 
And in dhe laſt. verſe: of the ſame. chapter we 
read. that God ſaw every thing that he had made, 
Aa and bebold it Was very good.“ In. the 1 we 
3 and at eee ower ( al the 
. 5 cr with 5 mm | 
Tia made ſt him to have 19 oy FEES WO 85 
© of thy: bandsz and-baft, put all things ugder e 
_ - Jeet,” 1 Pſalm viii. 5. 6. a 


Vie find, . however, that 4 ſoon 2 
= Farm his. original righteouſneſs, and that, the world 
* 4 thro' him became corrupt, Gen, iii. 6—19. And 
* when the woman | ſaw, that the, tree, was gol for 


food, and that;it was pleaſant to the eye, and a ter 
* + 4a ba. "ru fred wo make or one wile ; "the igok of * 


fruit 


bs = if 
is Ke. 
- 1 
1 


thee that thou was naked-? Haſt thou eaten of the 
tree, whereof commanded thee; that thou: ſhould} 


| LOT * Unto'the woman be laid Pill. 
i . muon ſorrow y conception 
thou e forth children; and thy defire ſhall - 
be 10 thy buſßnd, and be hail rule ver bees 


the tree, of which I commanded thee lay 


= 0 \ 
Ii | 


_ Reagons:for' MaTHoDISMG +: 
and did- eat, and gave alſo unto hey Ml 


P duſband with her, and he did eat. . And they heard 


the voice of the LoD GOD walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid 
themſelves from the preſence of the LoD GG 
amongſt the trees of the 8 And the Lou? 
Go called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him 
Where art thou? And nt ſaid, 1 heard thy voice 
in the garden: and I was afraid; becauſe I was 
naked: and 1 hid myſelf. And he faid; Who told 


not eat? And the man ſaid, The woman Won 
thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tee 
and I did eat. And the A God ſaid unto the 
womin, What is this that thou haſt donde Aud 
the woman ſaid, The ſerpent hath beguiled me, and 


g 
EY 


And As Adam be faid; Becauſe thou bat heark- J 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and haft 1 | 


{halt not em of it: curſed it the aud 

ſake * in forrow'ſhak thou cat of „ ie 2 

thy life. Thorns! alſo-and Thiſtles «hall is 8 

forth to tee; and thou ſhalt eat the herb of be 

geld. in the ſweat of thy brow ſhalt thou eat bread; 
chou return umo the ground: for aut f it. ,, 
6a taken: lor duſt thou art, anne u wh, 
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h neu return.“ Pu. 


Geneſis vi. g. we read that «God E the 
wickedneſs of men was great in the earth, and ihat 
every imagination of the thoughts of bis heart was 

evil nn Verse 19; de FINE, 5 
r onthe 2 1 i W 

co FS tor co 8 Wa ' 
33 Wo are told, that * The chil — SS. 
men ure corrupty—thoy n TS. 


| 4 31 95 5 4 works; 


— "SS 
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5 14 8 Rxasons for: Mzrnopism. 
E works that there is none that doeth 
0 „ eee aſide; they are altogether /fltby. ; 


ſelves;—that t 
Dube Scripture hath concluded all men under ſin, 
T that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
world become ity. before God. We read, that 
man Aisha in 
- __Uwelleth no good thing. It was this conſciouſneſs” 
bf the depravity of our nature that made the Pſalm. 


i cry out, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin 


” this that cauſed _— to exclaim, wh | 
-  heep have gone aſtray ;—we are all as an unclean 
” thing, and our righteouſneſs are ar filhy age, Ha. 
Mi. and liv. Jeremiah ſays, The heart is deceit. 


The Apoſtle Paul, addre 
mens, decleres, that the ca 

| _. averſe to What is good, and pione to what is evil, 

das is at edmity with God : 

ol his epiſtle to the Romans has theſe words, I 
Ano that in me, (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no 
good thing; lor to will is preſent with me, but how 
do perform that which 18 
= © good that I would, I dB not; but the evil which 1 

would not, that I do. | Now. if. I do that I would. 
EF + not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that dWelleth 
ia me; I find then a law, that when I would do 
EL. good, evil is preſent with me,” ver. 18-24, Out 
Fr of the heart, (St. Matthew. tells us,) proceed evil. 
EF  _ thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
-_ © . falſe witneſs, blaſpbemics,” xv. 19. 
But not only are we ſinnen, but as ſuch are un- 
der ſentence of condemnation. “ The ſoul chat 
_ 'Goneth-it ſhall die,“ faith the Lord: and the wa- 
ges of ſin is death,” Rom, vi. 23. Sin made Cn 
oe ry out bis puniſhment ord f 

dear, Gen. iv. * The of God is revealed Fa 
WS: Io AD . | Wh, 4 Ft 3 | 2 ouſne . * 


3 


* 


hat if we ſay we have no ſin, ve deceive our- 
9 no man that ſinneth not.“ 


„ and all the 


iniquity. like water that in us 


did my mother conceive me, P ſalm. li. 1 It os 
we like 


ful above all things, and deſperately wicked“. 
Pau ag himſelf to the Ro. 


mind is not on] 


and in the 7th chapter 


good, I find not. For the 


ter than he could 


„ : ” 8 
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Mons for Maroni, vs 3 
|  ouſneſs of men, Rom. i. 18. Indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguilh, ſhall be upon ve rx, 
| foul'of man that doeth evil, Rom. xi. 9g. . 
one man fin entered; and death by fin,” Rom. 
v. 4%. Speakiog of the wicked, St. Paul ye, 
A deſtruction and miſery are in their ways, Rm. 
iii. 16. In St. Matthew's Goſpel, we read, that” nB 
„% The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth by angels, and 
they SU oùt of his kingdom all things-that © 
offend, them which do iniquity-; and ſhall cat 
(hall be wailing * 


them into a furnace of fire; where | 
and gnaſhing of teeth,“ Xiii. 41, 42+ 1 
Nor does our Lord, who is the fountain and pat 
| joun of true charity, ſpeak” a ; different. language, © 


e bids us, ſear him, who is able to defiroy bb 
ſoul and body in hell,” Luke xii; 3. He ſoſemni xxx 
charges us to oppoſe corrupt nature with the utmoit- © _ -- 

kreſolution, leſt we be caſt into hell, where the 3 
Vorm dieth not, nd the fire is not quene hes, 
Mark 1x. 49. With tenderneſs he informs us; that + 
„  * whoſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, Thou Joo?” 
mall be in danger of bell fre; That net r, 8 
the wicked, but the unproſfitable ſervant alt be- 
caſt into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be wailing ane 
gnaſhing of teeth: And that he himſelf far trom- 
conniving at fin, will fix the doom of all impeni» © - 
tent ſinners, by this dreadful ſentence: “ Depart - = 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 

paared for the devil and his angels,” Mat. xxv. 14. 

No, ſuppoſing that we had no other foundation 

whatever for our belief -of Original Sin, I ppre- 

hend we have here before us proof ſufficient io con 
bvince even incredulity iiſell. But theſe are only's- 
i very ſmall number of texts compared with -thole- 
oy Which might be ae, allowing alſo that thi- 
/  FJotttine. were not only above the reach of our re- 

| ſon, but abſolutely contrary to it in every ſenſe, 1 


- 


Would not appear to me in the leaſt to invalidate the. = 
Frength of Is evidence above ſtated. For humat: 


Aan is fallble ; God's word is truth; and if: 
1 27 . B da | perſon. f | 
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EF, as _ Rizagons fot MixTHopING 


* perſon were to object to me, that he could not be- 
ve in ihe doſtrine of Original Sin, becauſe. he 
. could nat reconcile it to reaſon, I might anſwer, 
That this is the very cauſe why it is moſt likely. to 
be true, for had the knowledge of it been attainable 
by reaſon alone, there would have been leſs neceſ- 
y tor God to have revealed it. 
But reaſon and common obſervation will, if poſ- 
_, Bible, afford us ſtill further confirmation of. the truth 


f df this doctrine. _ God is a being of infinite juſtice, 


wiſdom, power, and goodneſs. He cannot there« 


| 7 fore be the author of any thing abſolutely evil, 


Now aigreat deal both of moral and pbyſical evil 
exits in the world: It cannot then proceed from 
God. Moreover, God has denouncedl a curſe upon 
finners ; God therefore cannot be the author of ſin, 
becauſe be would not curſe the work of his own 
bands. We muſt look then for the origin of fin, 
in mats abuſe of the gift of Free-will, which he 


© © wit endowed with by the Creator. If we attend to 


.- contr 


perience of all 


e natural operation of our minds, we ſhall per- 
veive that ind lination generally prevails over duty, 
and that in our dealings with one 'another we are 
more frequently prompted by paſſion, than govern- 
ed by 'reaſon;” On reviewing the ſcenes of paſt life, 
and bringing back to W r recollettion the day 
are gone, we cannot „to what little pur- 
poſe we have lived; how much time has been 
ſquandered away in the purſuit of vanity and folly, 
how many opportunities of doing good we have 
negletted; and that we ſhould have fo ſhamefully 
abuſed the talents God had given us to be em- 
loyed'-in his glory, and the working out our own 
| Tag Netther ſhould we be ſurpriſed at the 
unhappy conſequences of ſuch a conduct. On the 
„we might naturally expect diſappointment, 
. . Uiſguit, and remorſe, to be our portion. The ex- 
ages has ſhewn; that vice and mi- 
58 are inſeparably connected, and that in propor- 
Won a a wan deviates from the path of virtue, fo, 
„„ 8 TJ a 5 In 


- 
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s that 
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ha Rx ASO for MzTroBrom: | » 
in general, be becomes unhappy. * "This unhappi=- > 
"neſs is not confined to the 4b 27 his mind, pp ” 
TIER of other a circumſtances. But 
finds in à variety of inſtances, his favonrite 
ſchemes fruſtrated, . brighteſt proſpefts clouded... - _ 
_ Excluſive of that diſquiet of mind which is the inn 
variable attendant of a guiky 'conſcrence, he fee. 
that he has been all the time putſuing's ſhadow, © 
and at the very moment when he flatters himſelt 2 
with the hope of attaining his objekt, and being 
happy in the poſſeſſion of it, it eludes his graſp. 
and leaves him nothing but vexation and repentance... 
Nay, how often is even health ſacrificed to the for-- 
Ut views of intereſt; how often. do we'accumulate-- 
'\ | * &difecaſe, and haſten the approach of 'death itſelf, by: - 
dme intemperate indulgenge of our paſſions F "Row: 
_ frequently does our miſconduct not only involve 
1 ee, but our families and our fri Yr -i * 
common ruin By this animoſities are e „ 
the ties of affeQion broken; malice," envy, nd ai; -j 
the 8 paſſions which torment the þ -- 
up in their room. The Work ind 
| a Meets a vaſt ſcene of wretchednef# 
ow 8 d could only have ariſen from the — oi 
depravity of ohr nature, and the juſt venjearice- 
a Almighty” GO? which” "our? fins ha e 1 


inſt us. n ; 
What Aa” terrible Rate (Noh we __ by nature 1 x 

Kev how inconceivably more dreadful it woultlive-- 

. 4 been, had we been left in this Rate without haps... 
. Without refuge, and without" re | "Bleed. | 
de God; this is net our caſe: Which leads me W 

the eonfiderativn. of the ſecond Mm y wen- 5 

Loud. Wien of nnen | 


"Wh 914. N * N ; 


WY 200 "If ' Tow ATONEMENT:. Aa 7 „ 
et 91 | 08. 1 
Wan! i God's wel n . ball.” 
— the divine diſpleafure, uf 7 
abe. n God, and the ebil& 
wrathy,- 
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Now the juſtice of God requires the puniſhment 


48 REAS ORS for Mzrnopis s. 

Wrath, had vot conciliatory means been 

and a ſacrifice made to avert 3 
oſſended Deity. No leſs a ſacrifice: than that made 
dy the Son of God himſelf, could be  effeQual to 
this purpoſe. Nothing leſs than the manifeſtation 
of Chriſt. in the fleſh, and his dying the moſt igno- 
minious of deaths, could reconcile God to map. 
Chriſt who was the LoD OVER ALL, and co- 
eternal with the Father, left the manſions of glory, 
fore down upon earth, aſſumed the image of man, 


'Hore our infimities, and though without fin, offered 
'bumſelf up as a ſatisfaRtion for the fins of the whole 
world. He died that we might live; by his blond 
He bas atoned for our ſins, and through his rights- 
opfneſs we may become heirs of. ſalvation. 


Gin 


0 do bem. So that even could our reformation 

atone for the evil of a paſt life, we ſhould {till from 
the depravity of our nature, fail of Kong that 
Perfection which God's law requires, to render us 


= = ' 


Juſlified in his fight. WE +7 103 0559-2 &*1 ' 4 v6 P 
Jeſus Chriſt, in giving: bimſelf up- ge ag atone- 
meni for the tranſgreſſions of the world, perſarmed 
the whole er; He came not, (we are told.) to 
deftroy the law or the Prophets, hut #0 fulfil them.“ 
Matt. v. 17, 18. He was made under the law, to 
redeem thofe ch were: under ehe law, and he bath, 
- as became him, fulflled all Righteouſneſs. He is 
_ ._ Called in Scripture, the LAuD er 80D, which 
: th away the fins of the world; a Lamb witheut 
5 * He ho knew no fin, 
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Azzo for MzTwopum. ag © 
was made à lin-offering for us, that we might. he 
made the righteous people of. God through him,” © 
But not only this, but “ Chriſt died for pur fing gg 
he roſe again for our juflification ; and is now in. 
terceding for us at the right hand of God the. Fa. 
ther.“ We are bought, (ſays St, Paul,) wich 
rice,“ 1 Cor. v. 7. be gave himſelf a ranſom © 
or ALL,” 1 Tim. ii. 6 He became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs,” Phil. it. - 
8. *© Hereby we perceive the Love of God, be- 
cauſe he laid down his Jife for us,“ 4 John iii, a © 
When we were yet without ſtrengeh, in dus 
ume. Chriſt died for the ungodly. While we were 


yet ſinners, he died for us, that he might-deliver - 
us from this preſent evil World,” Thri hath © © 


ſuſſered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, hat e 
might bring us to God. Surely, he bath born eus 
grieſs, and carried. away aur ſortows, He W Þ 
wounded for _ r 8 hy . 
our iniquities, that by his ſtripes we might > 
Who, his own ſelſ, bare our ſins in bis own. body, - 
on the tree, that we being dead to fin; houldlive i 
unto righteouſneſs,” The Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us ALL.” »Chriſt bath redeemed - 
from the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe - 
r us. that he might reconcile us unto God by alis © 1. 
croſs.” He waſhed us from aur ſins in his 
own. bload, He geve bimſelf for us, that he might 5 
redeam us from all iniquity, and puriſy to Nimſelfſaͤ 
pecul iar „zeabous of good works. He is the 
propitiation fer the ſins of the WHOER World. He 
died for all, that they, which live, ſhould not hence- 
ſorth live unto themſelves, but uniq him that dlc 
for them. He hath redeemed us unto God; by his 


Mood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation.“ 91 O04 0 e 
+ This Ixsus, being the Captain N 


end having taſted Death for every man, wan made 
aal through lufferipge 3. chat, through Death, 
ſtop bim that had the pawet of _ ff 
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» een 


* 
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20 i beni for 1 


fear of Death, wee all their life-time ſubjett to 
bondage. He laid down his life, of himſelf, 
and ng man took it from him. And hereby per. 
ceive we the love of hart N he laid down 
8 his Liſe for us.” e 8 26 - 


9 q * "2 A L 
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carne roſe for our Josr!r1caTION: | 


3 «> The "Ro Chriſt, who died for our ſins, was 
buried, and roſe again the third day, walker > Prin to 
_ the Scriptures 3 being put to death in the fleſh, but 
- quickened in the Spirit,” “God raiſed bim up, 


und ſhewed him openly unto Witneſſes: choſen bes 


fore of God, who' ſaid none other things, than 
_ thofe which the Prophets and Moſes did fay, ſhould 
come, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould 


5 22 firſt that mould riſe krom the dead. As 
power to lay e bis ow life; ſo he 


> on nd it a Chriſt bein 
from the dead, diet = more; - Death hat 
no more 2 over him.“ 1 If Chriſt de 


not riſen, then is there do refurrofiden of the dead ; 
preaching of the Apoſtles vain, and our 


ten is the 
Puich is vain; we are yet is our Sins: Bat now is 


A Chriſt riſen from the dead, that we alfo ſhould walk V. 


nen ef life.. «. Fer that he died. he died 


um ſin once; but, in that be liveth, he liveth unto 


God. Likewiſe; let us. reckon: curfabver alſo to be 
dead unto ſin, /but alive unto God, Wr Ton 
Chriſt our Lord. , * n 1933 67431 70 


e 08 ach dee 1 265 Jie ot e. 
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Mes e ond ber- 8t 


the Right Hand of God in dard places, mak 


| ack) interceſſion for u He bate dhe fin of 
N , and maketh intereeſſon for the tranſgreſſors.“ 
5 If Gn man ſin, we have an Advocate with che 

Father, ſus: Chrill "the dere Who, being. 


| that is the Devil; and deliver them, who, through 


- ” 
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wilful diſobedience of bis laws: 
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made an High Prieſt for ever, and having am um. 
changeable Prieſthood, is able to ſave them to the 


uttermoſſ, that come unto God by him. ſeeing he 
ever liveth to make interceſſion tor them. -* Their 
Redeemer is ſtrong ; he ſhall thoroughly plead their 
cauſe;” “ | 1080 oh in ee 


| We hereby underſtand how. Chriſt ey be laid 16 | 
addy. He died. 


n for our juſtifis.. 
cation, 4. He now liveth'to make interceſhon-Tet - 


atone for the ſins of the world. 
1. He per formed the whole law. 
for our offences. 3. He roſe agai 


us at the right hand of God : fo that al 


in Adam ell died, in Chriſt- malt ai be e 


alive. 


* 


But then ſomething is requiſite on our parts W 


render Chriſt 
on. 1 9 F 


Ibis heads me, in the third place, to the dofirine 


of Juſtification by Faith, Under this head, let us 


conſider, firſt, bat kind of faith that is by which 
we ate juſtified: Secondly, how it is to be obtains - 
ed: Thirdly, what is the nature of that juſtification, 


which is wrought for us by fait. 
1. It is not à verbal, or outward profeſſion” of 
belief, which ean julliſy us in the fight of God 
Neither is it ſufficient that we believe that God is 
infinitely good, juſt, wiſe, and powerful, The 
Devils be 1eve this and tremble. ' When we ſpeak 


of theſe atiributes of the Deity, we muſt refer them 8 
to ſome object. When we adore him for his Jens 


we muſt bear in our minds, at the fame time, 
we had juſtly meritted his avenging rod, 'by our 


praiſe him for his goodneſs, we ſhould recollect, 


and gratefully acknowledge, his unſpeakable tove  * 
in ſending bis Son to ſuffer in our ' ſtead, and e- 
cepting his mediation as an atonement for the fins * 
of the world. AS44206 a ; d Ea "3 
Again, it is not enough that we believe, this in 
our hearts; we muſt prove the reality of our faith 


by 


rid when we. 


's Atonement effeRual to our Sa] 


7 
of”; * K » 
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Ea . for 8 | 
* by: . The tree, we are told, is known 
© by its Ma, Matt, vii. 20. Faith wiibowt wocks 
di desc, James ii. 12. It is to no purpoſe, that 
we name the Name of Chriſt, MT eee from 
all iy. 1 Tim. f ii. 14 A i mes ed. 
5 hat doth it prof {fys 8 St. James) tho 

MS he bath faith, have not works 7 Vo * 
not . — our father juſtified by wörks, when 
be had offered Iſaac his ſon, upon uk altar. i Seeſt 
thou how. faith. wrought with his works, and by 
Works was faith made perfect? Fot as the bedy 
l 8 the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works is 
dead allo, James ii. 24, 21, 26. y this ſhall 
All men know that ye are wy diſciples, if ye have 
dove one for another: If ye love. me, ſays our Sa- 
5 0 viour, keep my commandments,” Jobn xive 18- 
In ſtrictneſs, neither gur Faith nor our Works 
L guitify us. But God himſelf juſtifies us, -of bie 
dn mercy, through the merits. of his Son only. 

„ Nevenbeleſs becauſe by faith we embrace the pro- 
- mile of God's mercy; and of the remiſſion of our 
_ fans, therefore the. Scripture ſays, that faith does 
juſtify : en faith without works, And becauſe we 
Jeceive faith, through the meriis of Chriſt; and not 
through the. merit of any virtue we bave, or work . 
N therefore, in that reſpe&, We renounce, ad | 
it were, again, Faith, Works, and all other virtues. 
For our corruption through original ſin is ſo. great. 
that all our faith, charity, words, and works, can- 
not merit or deſerve any part, of our juſtification 
- for ug. And. therefore we thus, ſpeak, humbling 
3 ourſelves before God, and ging ey all SOAP 

Wn ot. our juſtfication,*, _ - 

: Secondly, How is this. faich to be NES ? We 

2 remember that faith. is the gift of God, Eph. 

Ii. 8. I. is Lo requiſite that we ibould be ſcholars, | 
poſſeſſed d of great abilities, natural or acquired, or 

Fee, acquainted with all the external evidences . 
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— 


p "=. "2.3 
a e ! U 


dom, and having in our minds a firm perf 


* 


* 
dcoohim that knoeketh'it mall be opened. If a fog! 


he give him a ſtone?! or if he aſk a fiſh; will he for” 
a a fith give him a ſerpent ? If ye then, being ern, 


Holy Spirit to them that aſk him? Luke xi. 1 


This has a tendency to raiſe us in our own eſtima: 


| of che wiſe; and 1 Will bring 


| therein,” Mark x. 15+ 3 


14. 
ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name; he will give#© 


that are mighty,“ ver- aꝶ9½. 9958 


Matt. xvili. 


q * 
, 9 4s . 


of Chriſtianity, to enable us to rette i, By 
means. The moſt likely method is, by prayer 
ſupplication: by 'diveſting ourſelyes of Were wife 


vaſſon that 
ye ſhall obtain our requeſts. God will de intreats _ 
ed; and the encouragements- for ſinners to come to 
him are numerous, and inviting. Come unte we, 
all ye chat Jabour and are heavy laden, and I M N 
Ae e xi. 28 -* For every one th r 
aſketh receiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth ; n 


* 5 


ſhall: aſkbread of any of you that is a father, wWi 


know how _— good gifis to your children; ho- 


erily, verily, I ſay unto you, whatfoever 2 


_ 'Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my me: 
aſk; and ye ſhall receive that your joy may be ful, 
Joa xvi. „24. Eine Wl hs 0977 Duke Em Sn 

We muff diveſt ourſelves of worldly wiſdom) - 


tion, to make us vain of our own abilities, and ons- 
fident in our own ſtrength; As ſuch it is a great 
hindrance to our juſtification by faith. “ roter 
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e bymns, two or three of the miniſters pray, and 


©, 
* 


©, *Reazons for Mernopine  HB-: 
in large Societies once a quarter, each perſon takes 
a bit of plain cake and a little water. We fing's © 


if any perfon has any thing particular to ſay con 
cerning Chriſtian expemtence, none are hindered; - 
if they be ſhort, as the whole ſhould conclude int 
about an hour and an half. But theſe have no rela-. 
tion at all to the Lord's Sapper. The elements of 
| the Lord's Supper are bread and wine, (Which we 
_ receive exactly agreeable to the form in the Com- 
mon Prayer Book), whereas at the Love- Feaſta e 
ule only cake and water. The defign being fimply 
to teſtify our Chriſtian love to each other, 3 
»The Watch-Nights were ancienthy the vigi! 
kept on the evening preceding the grand feſtivals.” 
Our cuſtom is, about four times a year in the large 
places, to meet between eight and nine at night; 
and after one of the miniſters. has preeched, ſeveral _ 3 
others pray and exhort, giving out at intervals ſaits = 
able hymns, which the congreganen join in fing 
ing, concluding at +2 o'clock. ' Exceeding ou 
are the bleflings we find on theſe occaſions, They 
are times of great ſolemnity, and oſten tend t6 
animate our devotions, and ſtir up our minds to 4 
more earneſt concern for our eternal welfare. 5 
5. For the management of all temporal affairs, 
there are perſons of known piety, as well as having - 
{ſkill in accounts, choſen, to whom the care of thels 
things is committed, Theſe Stewards, or (as they 
were called in the primitive Church) Deacons, te. 
ceive what money has been collected by the Leader 
in their Claſſes, either for the poor, or for the ex» 
pences of carrying on the work. They keep exatt+ 
accounts of all they receive and diſburſe. which ac. 
counts are audited once a quarter, When thefe is 4 
meeting of the Miniſte:s of the Circuit with the 
Stewards from every place, at which meeting every 
thiog relating to temporal concerns i publiely 
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ſetiled.“ The Stewards being changed every two 
_ ' years, prevents jealouſies and evil ſurmiſings, and 

; — every proper perſon in the Jociety an oppor- 

- zunity of ſerving in his turn. Nothing can be mote 

. reaſonable than this. If being a Steward be an ho- 
nour, why ſhould not all who are capable, ſhare it? 
If it be a croſs, why ſhould not all take it up? ?ꝰ 

6. The laſt thing I ſhall mention which relates 
to our 'Diſcipline, is the conſtant change of the 
Preachers. We read in the AQs of the Apoſtles, 

and in many of the Epiſtles, that the firſt Preachers 
went from place to place as the providence of God 

opened their way, And many years experience has 
proved to us the Ability of this plan. The three 
mh doms are divided into a number of diſtricts ; 

— of theſe diſtricts is divided into circuits : and 

each circuit has two, three, or four Preachers, ac- 
- cording to its. ſituation and importance. Again, each 
.* Cixcuit has a Superintendent, r who has the care of 
every thing entruſted to him. Not that he is ex- 
empted from any part of the work; or has any 
temporal ene from his oſfice: much leſs has 
he any power. to lord it over his brethren, or over 
the people; only ſome one muſt keep the. various 
accounts of the eircuit, and ſee that every thing be 
done agreeable to the Rules of the Society, and the 
Minutes of the Conference. Every diſtrict has a 
chairman, to whom either miniſters or private mem- 
bers may complain, in any caſe that cannot be re- 
Areſſed in his own circuit. The chairman can then 
ſummon the Preachers of the diſtrict, and their 
judgment is conclulive till the annual meeting of the 
\. Conference, (which conſiſts of at Jeaſt one from 
N. B. The other office among us, namely, that of the 
| 2 is a legal concern. As Truſtees of the Chapel, they 
ve nd authority at all to interfere either with the ſpiritual or 
temporal concerns of the people. The firſt belongs to the Preach- 
ert and Leaders: The ſecond to the Preachers and the Stewards. 

- + While the Rev. Jobn Weſley lived, this Preacher 'was 
called the A fliftant, on account of aſſiſting him. Now he is 
dead, that word is no longer ſenſe, ſeeing that it has no rela- 
tire to which it can with propriety be referred,  _ 

i . * 
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in which a ſele& number of the members aflembie 
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every circuit) whoſe deciſion is final, At confer- 


ence, every Preacher's character is examined, and 
if any objettion be proved againſt him, he receives 
ſuitable puniſhment, whether it be reproof, the be- 
ing put from the office of ſuperintendent. (if he have 
been in it) the being ſuſpended for a time, or en- 


tirely exeludec. | 5 
9 The miniſters are then ſtationed, according to 


the beſt judgment that can be formed, where they 
are moſt likely to be-uſeful, no one continuing above 
two years ſucceſſively in one circuit, unleſs God 


has been pleaſed to uſe him as the inſtrument of a 


remarkable revival; and even then, no one ever 
ſtays above the third year. Thus every thing is 


carried on with decency and order. The quarter 
meetings are ſubject to diſtrict meetings, and these 
are ſubje& to the Conference, or General Aſſembiy, 


over which, among us, there can be no control, 


and from whoſe determinations there is no appeal. 
” If we add to theſe their frequent Prayer-Meetings; © | 


together for the purpoſe of mutual edification;;\ and 


_ Conſider the general uniformuy of their conduct; 


that when viſiting one amongſt another, their cons 
verſation is chiefly confined to ſubjects of a religious 
nature, and that they ſcarce ever part without ling» 
ing'a hymn or praying, we muſt admit that they bave 
abundant means afforded them of increaſing in the 


knowledge and love of God, and encouraging each 


other to perſevere in the paths of holineſs and virtue, 
Archdeacon Paley - obſerves; that the original 
teachers of the Chriſttan Religion, in conſequence 
of their new. profeſſion, entered upon à new and 
ſingular courſe of life. * After men became Chris- 
tians, much of their time was ſpent in prayes. and 
devaiion, in religious meetings, in crlebrating the 
euchariſt, in conferences, in exho; tations, in preach, 
ing, in an affetionate intercourſe with one auethen 
and correſpondence with other Societies.) T 
V Vide Paley's Evidences of Chriſtianity, page 39 = 
8 D 2 Hon 
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Ho exactly conformable are the habits and prac - 
tice of the Methodiſts in our day, to the above account 
of the circumſtances attending the early propagation 
of Chriſtianity] May the Lord proſper their labours 
wich his bleſſing; and crown with ſucceſs the honeſt ; 
endeavours of every faithful diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt! 


SECTION u. 


On the mode of performing Divine SERVICE 
among the METHODISTS. | 


HE ſervice commenees with ſinging, in which 
1 the greateſt part of the congregation joins. 
The preacher. next makes an extempore prayer, and 
after a few more verſes of a hymn have been ſung, 
the ſermon follows, which is 1: kewiſe delivered ex- 
tempore. The people now join in another hymn, 
and the whole is concluded with a prayer and bleſ- 
ling from the miniſter. This, though a very plain 
and ſimple, is nevertheleſs a ſolemn and edifying 
manner of celebrating Divine Worſhip, There are 
ſew 'devotional exerciſes which. more powerfully 
' raiſe the ſoil to God, than the ſinging of pſalms, 
When the language of a hymn. is poetical, fluent, 
and intelligible, when the ſentiments expreſſed in it 
are truly pious and ſcriptural, the muſic. ſolemn, 
and the people ſerious and earneſt, I know of no 
employment better calculated to excite awtul imm . 
preſhons of the Divinity, and to ſtir up our minds | 
to,aclofer communion with God, 8 
The hymns uſed in che Methodiſt chapels, appear 
to me in a gx manner to have this effect. The 
are adapted to all ſtates and conditions of the mind, 
and to all fituations in life, The ſinner is here 
_ awakened to 8 ſenſe of his own corrupt nature; the 
ſioul that is panting afrer God, and ſeeking redemp · 
tion thro' the blood of Chriſt, is encouraged to ſupb-- 
plicate with boldneſs the throne of grace; and thoſe | 
who have already experienced the pardoning oy of 
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tutes a conſiderable part of the ſervice. © | 
 Fpaſs on to conſider the ſubjett of prayer. Prayer 
is the life and ſoul of rehgion. It opens'a dot, ok 
communication betwixt God and man, and is the 
' means we are required to make ufe of to obtain any 
promiſed bfeſſing. I: is a duty which we, as Chriſs  þ 
tians, are peculiarly bound to perform. God has 
commanded it; Chi iſt has given us an example oi 
in his' ow wperfun; by praying himfelf to his Father; 
and we are not only enjoined, but even invited and” 


# 
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confidence renewed, and their hearts re-kindled 
with holy-zeal. The power, wiſdom, and goodneſs 


of God. iti the Creation, the love of Chriſt in the 


redemption of the world, and the efficacy of the 


Holy Spirit in cleanfing us from all unrighteouſacſs” 
by his ſanctifying grace, are here particularly inſifted-_ 


upon. The milery of the wicked, and the happi- 


neſs of the juſt, are painted in glowing colours; © _ 
forcibly calculated to inſpire terror in the pne, ang © 
joy and perſeverance in the other. Many of the 


Pie, 
and gratitude to the Supreme Being. Many Stor. 


ymns are ſimply expreſſive of reverence; 


tatory, and are full of ſeaſonable advice and iuſtruc- 
tion adapted to all ages, all ranks of men, all deno- 
minations of Chriſtians, Some are conſolatory, 
calculated to revive the drooping ſpirit, to inſpire 
patience and reſignation under afflictions, to diſpel 


our fears and to animate our hopes. In ſhort; he 
general tendency of theſe hymns, is to enforg ſen. 
iments of piety to God, love to our fellow-crbas 
tures, and a due reſignation of our own thoughts and 


diſpoſitions, | 


And if we add, that the ſinging is ufoally cone 


duRted with ſolemnity and order, and accompanied 


with an appearance at leaſt of reſpectful devotion,” 
we ſhall not wonder that this form of worſhip eonſti- 


- . 


encovraged to preſent ourſelves as ſuppliants at the 
throne of grace. What a privilege is this? What: 


an unſgeakable hohour, that man is permitted to gd. 


D 3 dreſs 


* 


God, may feel their "devotion ſtrengthened, their 5 | 


8 


| 7 - inſpiration in theſe days? Is it to be wondere 
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'reſs his Maker, with full aſſurance that his prayers 
ſhall be heard; and his requeſt granted ? How t 
he to love and praiſe God for ſuch condeſcenſion, 
and how earneſtly ſolicitous ſhould he be to perform 
this duty in the moſt acceptable manner ? < OF 
No one of the chief purpoſes of prayer is edi. 
' fication, © Let all things be done to edifying,” faith 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv 26. And ſurely this ad- 
vice can never be more applicable than when we are 
addreſſing the Majeſty of Heaven. How can we 
expect our petitions will be heard, or our praiſes 


accepted, if we'approach God with our lips at a 


time when our hearts are eſtranged from him ? Is 
it not a ſpecies of mockery to beg of the Lord to 


pardon our fins, and give us grace to amend them, 


when, at the ſame inſtant we neither feel remorſe 
for the one, nor fee any neceffity for the other ? 
And how inconſiſtently does that man a&, who, 


| While on his knees at church, can pray for the in- 


ſpiration of the Holy Spirit, and in a few minutes 

Alter poſitively deny that there is any ſuch 1 as 
at 

that ſuch a one ſhould live and die a ſtranger to his 


— influences? In ſhort, if we reflect that Gop ie a . 


Spirit, and that he is to be ag 4 in ſpirit and 
in truth, we cannot expect to render him an accept- 


| able ſervice,:unleſs our whole affections be centered 
in him alone, and our” ſouls animated with a ſenſe | 


of his perfections. AER 1 
Prayer, (as an excellent writer expreſſes it“) 
is the continual panting or breathing of the heart 
_ aſter GoD; it ſtys for no particular hours; its 


petidions are not picked out of manuals of devotion; | 


it loves its own language; it ſpeaks moſt when it 


 fays leaſt.” 


For my own part, I confeſs I always feel moſt 
__ _ edjfied and ſtrengthened by extemporary prayer. 
When I pray in this manner myſelf, my ſoul is 


n * Dr, WAT TE. | 3 
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more alive to God, my thoughts are more ſirmly 


that God would he 


Lord for patience and reſignation: If I do a 


1 ſpirit of prayer is languid, and we want words % 4 
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«a7 
on the particular, ſubject of each petition, . po 
Praiſe God for thoſe inſtances of his love, which 
more powerfully occur to my recollection, and which 
excite the warmeſt impreſſions of gratitude, and 1 


intreat him to beſtow thoſe bleſſings in particular of 


which I find the greateſt. need; I maintain a jut 
freedom of ſoul in my addreſſes; I change, I en» 
large, I contract, I add or omit according to my. 
peculiar ſentiments, or the previous ſtate of my 


mind. If I am affailed by temptation, I apply ear- 
| neſtly for grace to overcome it: If through divine 


aſſiſtance, I have been enabled to triumph over any _ 
of my ſpiritual enemies, this calls for a-particular 
return of gratitude. and praiſe; If I perceive my _: 
faith weak, or my confidence diminiſhed, I pray 

p my unbelief, and repleniſh me 
with his Spirit: It ſick or afflicted, I entreat be 


thing acceptable or pleaſing to him, I 

ſelf at bis Facfiool with humility _ 
giving him all the glory. „ 
Where, however, as is ſometimes. the caſe, he 


reſent my 
reverence, 


expreſs. the ſentiments of our hearts, we hall be 
1 by having recourſe to a written orm O 
evotion. A dull and heavy hour in the cloſet has. 
often been relieved by the uſe of ſuch compoſures 


olf mingled meditation and prayer: and many a dex, 
and barren heart has been enabled to offer up in 
prayer a ſweet ſacrifice to God, in the words of ano- 0 


ther man.“ * | | e 
The Methodiſts in their ſervice generally uſe en- 
tempore prayer, 'And this appears to, me to have 


m my advaniages. A conſtant-repetition ofthe ſame 


prayers, begets ſometimes a habit of indifference ; 4 
the mind being. leſs vigorouſty intent, is apt ta wan» 3 
der alier other objeQs ; and how bappily ſoever the ³⁵ 
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ok all our neceſſary wants. Knowing that the 
 Rep® towards repentance is a conviction of ſin, we 
pray God to awaken every ſleeping conſcience; and 


4 


relying upon his gracious promiſes,” we intreat him 


* . 
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heart, we naturally imbihe a portion of the ſame 


ſpirit which appears to influence him; our expec- 


| words might be at firſt choſen, we ſtill want ſome 
ming new, to keep our thoughts alive. On the 

contrary: when we hear a miniſter delivering the 

ſpontaneous and unpremeditated effufions of bis 


tations are raiſed, our attention is fixed, our ſouls 


ate in patient waiting for the deſcent of the Holy 
Spirit; and our lips are ready to pronounce a hearty 
Amen at the cloſe of every petition. _ wg 


Again, if it be enquired what are the general ſub- 
jekts of our petitions, I anſwer, thoſe which are ex. 
reſſed in the ſervice of the Church. Seeing our- 


elves to be ſinners and guilty before God, we pray 
that he would pardon our offences, and give us true 


repentance. We beſeech him that he would enable 


us by his grace to evercome all our ſpiritual enemies, 
"that he would take away from us all hardneſs of 


* heart, all pride and malice, all envy and uncharita- 


bleneſe, that he would increaſe our faith, ſtrengthen 
Hur fellowſhip with him, and our union with one 


"another, and ſanRify us unto bimſelf a peculiar ' 
people zealous of good works. We make inter- 
© ceffions for all men; we pray for the King and all 


who are in authority, for the diffuſion of religious | 


"Knowledge, for the prevalence of Divine Truth; 


for the alleviation of human miſery, for the ſupp 


ly - 
rſt, 


"to heal every broken ſpirit, and to comfort every 


mourning heart. And as of ourſelves we can do 
nothing that is good. we earneftly- pray above all 


things lor the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, 


This method of preaching appears to me, often more 


Phe Sermons are likewiſe delivered extempore. 


edifying both to the miniſter and the people, than 


3 the reading a formal diſcourſe, We have by this 
method the ſimple and unadorned language of the 


cart ; 


- 
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heart; and the preacher feeling himlelf more ine 

tereſted in his ſubjeR, neceſſarily ſpeaks with/greatep | 
energy and pathos, and on this account is more 
likely to command the attention of his hearers. * 

| | It has been urged as an argument againſt the 

| preaching bf the Methodiſts, that they inculcate faith 

in contra- diſtinction to works; that laying aſide the 

| neceſſity of moral duties, they preach. ſaſvation by 

faith alone; this objection takes its riſcy like many, 
others of a ſimilar nature, from ignorance. Now 

4 we affirm, that though works do not quitify-a man, 

4 et they afford the only evidence of a true faith, 
uine faith neceſſarily produces the pureſt mora» 
Hit, in like manner, as a good tree cannot fail te 

Field e fruit. And this is the only true foundas 
tion of morality, We cannot love our neighbour 
[2s ourſelves, till we believe that God bath ee > 

| Chriſt's ſake loved us. And except we have a firm 2 

\ 82 5 


' and lively faith in the promiſes of God, we never 
e nn fulfi] thoſe conditions, on which alone God WM 
*-Þ 1 make good his promiſes to us. What induced Abr, 
ham to offer up his ſon Iſaac, but faith? And bow 
p ſhould we have ever known that he poſſeſſed ſuch 
ſtrong faith, had not his works ſhewo-it? 80 it 6 
with every true believer. He proves his fidelity to 
his Maſter, by an obedience to bis commands. Let 
3 man have a well grounded faith, and a diſcharge 
of moral duties follows of courſe ; we cannot ine 
deed ſeparate them ; when once the heart has expe» 
ed: a real change, a reformation of liſe is the - 
invatiable conſequence ; and till this change be ef- 
feRted, it will be to no purpoſe to preach up the ex». 
cellency of abſtrat morality. It is like telling us 
what is our duty, and at the ſame time with-holaing 
the only means which can enable us to perform. ut, 
And though it were poſſible for us without diwine 
grace to keep the commandments, yet ſtill we could  - 
not be ſaved by our works, and we ſhould ſtill come 
* ſhort of che glory of God. We are 2 told 2 
; that ** by the deeds of the law ſhall no keg: Jul 
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tified,” Rom: iii. 20. Gal. ii, 16, The Law came 
| \ by Moſes, but grace and truth by Jeſus Chriſt : and: 
tere is büt one name given under heaven by which 
we cad be ſaved, and that is the name of the LORD 
— His grace is freely offered to us, and un- 
lels we accept it, we cannot be his diſciples; and if 
we diſown bim for a Saviour, we cannot ed pett to 
be-partakers of that Redemption which he has pur- 
chaſed for all chat believe in him. Beſides, if we 
| - Gonfider that without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Sd, we muſt furely applaud the labours of thoſe 
 - preachers who, like St. Paul, have reſolved to preach 
= nothing” but JEsos CHRIST and him crucißed. 
By grace we are ſaved through faith, ſaith the 
Apoeſtle, and that not of ourſelves ; it is the gift of 
Soc,“ Eph. ii. 8 The Methodiſts, therefore, ſo 
from depreciating the neceſſity of moral-obliga< 
ere amongſt its moſt ſtrenuous and powerful 
3 _ Iavocates ; they place it on the only foundation o 
& which itcan exiſt, and they hold faith as the ſtrongeſt 
meme to the practice of it. 
M.uch ſevere cenſure has of late years been paſ- 
ſed upon certain vehement expreſſions made uſe of 


* 
4 - 
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in dur Preaching-Houſes; and the people Who have 
thus given way to their feelings, by crying aloud for 
- mercy when they have been convinced of fin, have 
been made the ſubjeAs of ridicule and contempt. 
Before I became a Methodiſt, Iwas equally as ini- 
mical to theſe-proceedings, as any other perſon could 
de: but when I recolleQ the emotions of my own 
mind at the time I was firſt converted to God, I can 
no longer be ſurpi ized at the ſame feelings in others, 
cauſing them to break out into loud and repeated | 
_ gjacufations, and giving riſe to ſuch outward figns. 9 
and expreſſions, as can only be the effect of ſtron 
internal agitation, When in the ordinary affairs G 
lie we are oppreſſed with grief, or elated with joy; 
de not our countenance, our werds, and our ge. 
tures evidently beſpeak the ſtate of our mind? And "| { 
mall we wonder that à man juſt made er 
. | | is 
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his ruined condition by nature, and ſeeing himſelf 
guilty before God, ſhould be ſo filled Wich terroe 
and alarm, as to fall proſtraſe at the throne of grace, © 
and pray aloud for pardon and merey? And on the 
other hand, when the ſinner thus awakened: ex> 
periences the pardoning love of God, and flees. © 

thin him the power of God. unto ſalvation; 1s 
it matter of aſtoniſhment if ſuch a one, awhile „ 5 
getful ol the place wherein he is, break out ſuddenly © 
Into exclamations of praiſe and thankſgiving, 3 
in the language of the Pſalmiſt, call upon. the pe 
ple td give thanks unto the Lord for 1. goodneſs, 
o exalt him in the aſſembly of the the elders, 
erve him with gladneſs, and come before his pre- 
| ſence with thankſgiving ; for he hath brought me 
out of darkneſs and the ſhadow ef death, be hh 
broken my bonds aſunder; he hath redeemed; me 
from che hand of my enemy; be hath viſned we 
with his ſalvation, 1 that men would'therefore = 
raiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and. for his wonts 
Lerkul works to the children of men] Pſalms 1% © 
20, i NG 
Whoever reads the accounts of convittion , > 
corded in the New Teſtament, b thoſfſes⁵ 
mentioned in the Akts, Will find that when we 
were, converted under the preaching of the Apoſties 
their diſtreſs of ſoul was Perk. feat, that * they 
+ Were pricked in their hearts,“ a 11, 97; thatthey 
came ©. and fell down,” importunmtehs 
crying off, “ Sirs, what muſt we do to be ſaved? 
Wo Acts xvi. go. DIY | _ = 
| I I would not be underſiqod from what have fad, 
| to approve, altogether, much leſs to encourage theſe” 
vociferous, meetings; for I believe the grand work 
1 of converſion may be carried on with equal effet 


| > 


in perfect ſilencęe; but L habe adduced the % ĩ 

ne only 8 that ſuch cr IT _— 

vour, are not as many have ſuppoſed, inconiſis 

with true religion, and do not originate merely from 

a heated imagination. And it is my Ay” ono 
I a, TE ar by ck tounde 5 


1 10 WE 'Reasons for Mzrnopisu. 5 | 
Founded on good: authority, that they have often 
been the fruits Bf g fincere repentance, and that, in 
many caſes, if theſe meetings have not immediately 
produced, they have at leaſt preceded a total refor- 


| | anation of life and manners, amongſt numbers of 


- - the inferior clafſes of ſociety. % 5 
Sd however to me, that when theſe ſudden 
conyerfions happen in a public place of * 
it is far more 5 5 where it can be done, for the 
perſon fo affected to retire into a private houſe, ac- 
/ companied by one or two of his friends, whg, may 
exhort and pray with him till his ſoul be ſet at li- 
berty, and his mind made happy. Mean time, let 
us remember that we have different ways of expreſ- 
ing the fame feelings; and we ſhould make allow- 
_ ances for the difference of diſpoſſtion, of conſtity- 

tion, of education, and of habit. 
-., © Inſtead therefore of cenſuring as e e 
-abfurd, thoſe actions in others which do 
with” our c wn ideas and feelings upon the ſuhject, 


let us rather bear with one another's failings, caſt a 


+ vel over their imperfections; and howſoever we 

lay differ from ſome of our brethren in matters of 

- Tmall moment, let us © put away from us all bitter- 

mee, and'wrath; and anger, and clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking, with all malice,” Eph. iv. g1. and endea- 

wur as far as we can, to live peaceably and ami- 
Fabi with all men. ö 


18805 E 
ene 7, 

Ol the general Charafter of the PkzApnans. 
O bleſſed Lord, previous to his death, uni- 
 AFT mated his Apoſtles with an encouraging pro- 
\ > miſe of divine aſhſtance, requiſite for all their fuc 
ture 3 affectionately aſſuring them hat 


de v not leave them comforileſs. 1 willk-pray 


: 
o 


2 
_ 
» #4 
A 
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the: Father, and he ſhall, give yeu-another Com- 
ferter, that he may abide. with. you. for, ever, ever 
tbe; Spirit of truch. Me ſbalff teach you. alt 9 
and-bring all things to your. remembrance, Arte, 
ever. I lave ſaid unto you,” e ee AMES 


cordingly we read, that the daꝝ of Pentecolh - 
Was folly come, they were all with one (accord un. 


ane place. And ſuddenly, there eameja ſound. fro 


heauen As of a'ruſhing) raighty, wind, and, it fille: 
eilithe hovſe where they; were ſung... And deres 


_ appeared unto them cloven-wgpgyes, like Ofifires 


and! ſat'yport each bf. them. Ade erg 


filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to [peak with 2 


other tongues, as the Spirit gave hem utlerame, 
Akts ii. 1, 8, 3.4 | 10 > 


In conſequence of this; divine influence, the © © 


Apaſiles were inſpired with ibe knowledge of dits _ 
ferent languages; went into various countries, fpake 
the word with -holtineſs; and were enabled to cons 
firm their miſſion by miracles and other ſpirituat  - 
gifis. Nou, although cheſe miraculous po-ers Wen 

confined. to the early ages of Chriſtianity, on the 
ſaving: and ſanctifying graces of che Spiri ill zee” 


main; For the mauiſeſtation of the Spitit is gien 


tg every man ta proßt wWithal,“ 1 Cor. Kii, 7+ R. 
e , e ifts, or diffesent operations” 
of the ſame Spitit. 


To ſome is given ia a m. 


remarkable the Spirit of taith 4; to othefs 
the Spirit of prayer, and io other the Spirit of ce 
oa. 0) Haben Oln Genn ch 
Some are gifted with ſhining talents, Whoſe ght: 
may: illumine theſe Who ſit id darkneſs; whallt © 
others in humble and obſcure ſtations are made hap- 
in the Jaye. o God, and enjoy in ſilenoe a ¹Eẽ z 
5 Fink, mind, which can only ariſe! from he % 
exct wor kings of God's Spirit 


on their fouls; 


Again, ſome are called in a more ſpecial mannerts 
preach the Goſpel, and are endowed with gifts Mien 
| enablethem to diſcharge the duties of their mini u 


mus II G08 5 


with. boldneſy and with effett. 


© 
VE | E 


- 


- 9 . 
” : 
= . 
Fo 


©. God, or the particular operation of ide Spirit, l 


x 


31807 ſor 3 
$ immediately from 


Aud that chis gift 


nt 12 many paſſages of the New Teſtament. 


evide 
We find ia che neh chapter of the Adds, both 2 | 
and Gentiles wete converied under the preaching of 


þ ny he word that as ſoon vs the gift of the "Holy 7 | 


red upon them," they PRE with tongues, 


kale el, holy” met of ke as they: were 
moved by the Spirit, = Fete iat; ſo it is r 
ertain, that, at this day, „no man can ſay that. 
Jeſus is the Lord, "but by the Holy Ghoſt,” 1 Cor. 


7 9 not necella that a ede of the Goſpel 
mould be a man of extenſive knowledge, of a po- 
Rſhed education, or vaturally ſtrong parts. So far 
ir chis ftom deing required, / that che Apoſtle telle 
üs, © the wiſdom of he world is fooliſhneſs with: 
' God,” 1 Cor; Ri. 49% „ Whete ie the wiſe 7 


| © where. is the ſcribe? © where! is the diſputer of this 
_ world?” Hath not God made fooliſh the things of 


" this world?“ 1 Cor. i. 20. Out of the mouths of 
"babes and ſucklings, God bath ordained ſtrength. 
Which things alſo we ſpeak not in the words which: 


man's wiſdom teacheth; but which the Holy Ghoſt 


- "teacheth,” 1 Cor. ii, 1g. Many of our Preachers are 
men of meam birth, without education, accuſtomed 
to earn their fivelitiood by manual labour, and have 
enjoyed few of —— of reading and eon - 

verſation, which are fo T afforded to 1 bigher 


claſſes of ſociety manners may be unpo- 
© Hihed, their langu ae the ſound of: their 
voice unharmoni and their expreſſion! vulgary 


yet, wich allitheſe; defefis; they may- preach Win 


power, and be ia ſtrumento l in bringing many ſouls 
to Feen and 151 the knowledge of the tue 
Gel, - £1 ales 916 amot i 


The n therefore, which che tules of 
our ſocteiy . pT 


, 


— 


150 A gtüified God,“ ver 4 46 46: And if, a we 
ſpa | 


eacher to be tecdivec 
rg a connection, TTY muſt 


—_- 


as.” 


LA ö 


have experienced the rr of God. He 


dom paſs over a day without preaching ſomewhere; 
not content with their duty on appointed days at 
| their own chapels, they traverſe the countty round, 3 
oſſiciating at various private houſes, ſeeking out 


 *#eproving, and nee the PORE as they lee 


routed prejudices,; their diſcourſes are alike calcu- 
ated: to awaken the impenitent ſinner, and to. pour 


by faich, and haye the love of: God ſhed; abroad. in 
their hearts, are powe-fully invited o * and fi 


free,“ and 10. bring forth, the fruis of ihe ke | 
4Þ 
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muſt have the Joye.gt God abiding in bim. He 
muſt ſeek; and deſite nothing bat. pe glory of Gad, 
and be holy in all manner of, converſation, He 
muſt have read and ſtudied the Scripture, and have 

a juſt conception of ſalvation by faith, and 
ſanctifying in lluences of the Holy Spiuit,, He mu 

have a tolerable degree of utterance. He muſt ! 
ſpeak. juſtly, readily, and clearly; and evidence 

maſt be given that, ſome have been truly convinced 

of ſin, and converted to God by bis (preaching. 


4 Az long as theſe marks concur in any one, we be- 
 heve he is called of God to preach. Theſe we te- 


ceive as ſufficient proof that be is moved thereto by 
WY ATT e , 
I ve conlider our preachers in their miniſterial 
capacities, we find them exceeding active end labo- 
rious in the diſcharge of their functions. They fe- 


opportunities of doing good, adviſing, exhorting, 


gocaſiogn. Not havingſthe fear of may before them, 
they ſpeak the truth, with boldneſs and OPENS 
ahey adapt their manner and their ſuhjeck to11 
ſituation, wants, and diſpoſition of their hearers; 
they attack their darling fins, and combat their moſt 


dhe balm, of ponſolation into the s contrite 


Tpinit, And thoſe who have realy been jultified 


in that liberty, /wherewith Chriſt hath, made them 
. a > » 4 
ia all goodnels, and righteouſnels, and:truth,': Eph. I 
V, Denn evi "oo Ji... 23; ; üben Si 
20 Kα im 115 Wenkar's Mies 1947 HSE 4 1 | 
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* Ic 7s the bulmefs elfe 'of the 'Prexchers, io meet 

| the cis deen de pe ce 
Joe feaſts, and to meet the Tociety after public ſer- 


the private walks of life, the character of our 
5 preachers; in general, is diflinguiſhed by an unifor- 
of condutt, correſponding to the 'doftrines 

| they teach. They endeavour to adorn the Goſpel 

of God their Saviour in all-things, They are re- 


Prayer and private meditations ; their manners \1m- 
ple, their converſation edifying, their dreſs plain, 
and their deportment grave. "Fey are ſeldom 'or 
never triflingly employed, they have neither time 
vor inclination to mix in the giddy amuſements of 
the world: They do not affeft to be gentlemen ; 
They look upon themſelves to be the ſervants of all. 
They are temporate and ſober, have no ſupernume- 
ty hours to waſte infleep; their chief ſtudy is, 
howto redeem the time, and their greateſt pleaſure 
confiſts in reclaiming men from ſin, in wag» 
the downfal of the kingdom of Satan, and the di 
uon of religious light and liberty. But there/is 
il another point of view in which I ſhall conſider 


tors of fick and dying per ſons. | | 
I.cͤ̊üheir affeclionate exhortations, and fervent prayers 
in behalf of the unhappy ſufferers, are often ren- 
 Yered great bleſſings. No time is loſt in unneceſ- 
ary enquiries, in idſe ſpeculations, or abſtract rea- 
'fonings ; if they have Tived in wickedneſs, they are 
earneſtly folicited to call upon the Lord, ſay ing. 
God be meroi ful to me a ſinner!“ They ate di- 
retted to fly to that fountain for guilt and fin which 

1s open to all, and by which alone they can be 


Jeſus Chriſt and thou 
not the death of a ſinner; he invites you, he encou- 
rages you to come unto him; he points out a road by 


* 


which you may find acceſs cho faith; Chriſt has not 


only 


vice on the Sabbath, a pry occurs. Ia 
t 


gular and conſtant in their devotions, in family 


— them before 1 cloſe this Section, and that is, as Vis N 


cleanſed from their 1 1. W in he 0 an 
alt be ſaved.” eſireth 


* Hg —< 
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duly died for ydbur fins, but now liveth, making 
intetceſſion for you at the right hand of his Father. 
Give him then your whole heart: cuſt all your care 
upon him who careth for you: pray to him to give 
vou faith; cry to him'for mercy ; remember that 
Chriſt came not to call the righteous but ſinners 6 
repentance, that his blood can waſh the fouleſt 
clean,” that the grace. of. God is. ſufficient for you, 

that his ſtrength is perfected in your weakneſs, 
Look up, be. of good cheer, perhaps this night your 


ſins may be forgiven you. Gad himſelf Waiteid % 
make you happy; the angels of heaven ſtiall tejaige” ay 


in your converſion, and you ſhall: find joy, and 
ace, and reſt to your ſouls,” 8 


When called to viſit, thoſe who have! lived'indtie” © 


fear and love of God, our preachers endeavout to 
bring to their recollection the gracious promiſes af 


the Goſpel, and the happy ehd Which awaits he 


righteous; they attempt to impteſs upon theit mind 


thoſe paſſages of Scripture in particular, where thbe 


Deity is repreſented. as delighting in mercy, tather 
than in judgment, as chaſtening every ſan wham 
he loveth, as afflicting us only to bring us nearet 40 
himſelf; to prove our faith, to try our patient, 
and at laſt to crown us with à brighter diadem. 
They tenderly exhort them to hold faſt the begin- 


ning of their, confidence unto the end,” io count 


the ſufferings of this life as gain, to look forwards 
to that bleſſed inheritance which is reſerved for the 
ſoints on high, where ſorrow, pain, and ſickneſs 


_ - hall flee away, where thoſe that have ſown in 4ears, _ 
ſhall reap in joy, and where they ſhall he as he 


angels | of heaven, ſinging praiſes to” Cod and ibe 


Lamb, to the endleſs ages of eternii ). 


Several are the inftances I myſelf haveavitneſſed = 
of the happy | 
. bled ſoul has fond: reſt; many a:weeping heart has 
leaped ſot joy; the ſling of Death has been Wil- 
dran; the grave bas loſt its victory. Ren nok, 


While ad Wiitipg kbis, tber are ſome vhm. 


cauld mention, praiſing God and triumphing ia 


2 _ — — * — 
— — — . — 


— — 


fruits of theſe viſits, - Mays tra- 
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hope, whoſe feeble tongues can ſcarcely: articulate 
their Redeemer's' name, whoſe abode here will be 
vory ſhort; probably in a few days their worn out 
bodies will de ran to the dark and dreary 
Shambers of the grave, and their enraptured fouls 
77 2 N un to the 9 of __ and g'ory- 
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ot the Flifuace of MonnoDINNG,: on Human 
| 82 * 0 Huppinele ou Conduct oe 


Y. the term Mehodiſin, 1 would ties be Bader. 
ſtood to fignity a\ſyſtera of opinions confined 
* ogether to a particular ſect of Ohriſtians. wm 
are no doubt in the Church, and in every reli 
 Jociety, men who are ornaments to their prof 
whoſe life and conduct are in exatt contormity 8 | 
the doctrines they preach, and whoſe bigheſt am- 
dition it is, to render themfelves ufeful tg their fel - 
Jow-creatures. When there fore I ſpeak of Metho- 
diſm, I uſe the word not from prepoſſeſſion or from 
' choice, but becauſe it bas been applied by way of 
diſtinction to that claſs of people, with whom 'T 
have lately entered into connection. So that in 
conſidering the preſent part of m my ſubjet, I muſt 
be ſuppoſed to refer equally'to all th Chriſtians | 
Wherever they are, 'who hold opinions ſim'lar 0 
thoſe of the Methodiſts, and whoſe. lite and con- 
;  verſation are correfponding thereubtoo 
Opinions, or our airy gy belief, are only valu- 
able ſo far as they influence our happineſs, and-re- 
gulate our c 8 To be à Chriſtian by name or 
proſeſſion 1 is a very eaſy thing ; but to be acquainted. { 
by "experimentally with the grand wruths of-Chnftiaviy, 
n not always fo. readily attainable. We es 
ſebve two maſters; we cannot be the firwunts of the 
World and dhe obdtren of God at ai e ume 
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it de; it effeQually ſecures to us the vpprobation-of 
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. Rxagons for MagTRoDiIu. _ 86 
und 8s long as we halt between two opinions; "we 8 
ought not to be diſappointed if we find happineſin A 
My friend will pardon me, if I call to bis ve 
| collection a ſentiment he has more than once en- 
pre ſſed- in my hearing, viz, That there was no- 
thing in this world worth living for, that human 
exiſtence was a complicated ſeries of calamity and 
diftreſs, and that even its higheſt enjoyments never 
failed to leave a ſting behind,” From w 5 
give me leave to enquire, do theſe gloomy” ideas 
originate ? Are they tounded in reality? Does the 
experience of others confirm them ? Do they not 
rather ariſe from ſome miſapprehenſion and miſcon- 
duct of your own, which bave led you to ſeek for 
hoppineſs where it is not to be found? \ Togo in 
queſt of pleaſures, which from” the very nature of - 
chings, are {ure io end in diſappointment and re- 
morſe? In ſhort, a man without religion ig like a2 
hip without a pilot. He is caſt to and o, toſt 
upon the waves of uncertainty, agitated by-cantend-, . 
ing paſſions, and if he experience now and then ia * 
temporary calm, it only ferves to render the ſue- 
ceetling florm fo much the more tetrible. 
But Religion, real and experimental Rebgion, 
affords very different proſpects. It ſweetens be 
. bitter cup; it pours balm into the bleeding beat; 
it ſmooths the rugged paths of life ; m-afflittion it 
inſpires hope, panience in adverſity, and conſolation. 2 
in every time of trouble.  1t' reconciles us to the 7 
Joſs of fortune, of fame, of friends. It enables us 
to forgive our enemies, to pray for our perſecutors, 
and to love thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us. It reh- 
ders us content with our ſituation in life Whatever 


dur on conſcience, and in ſhort affords us-fuch'a 2 

peace and forenity of mind, as the world can neither 

8 give not take away, Nh #7 4-0 363107, 2, HOT 
And this ie not mere theory. Expetiencethas 
yadaotly proved it; my ou recent vbfervation 
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%% . Reasons for MxTropiSh., _ 
bath confirmed it; and if we resſon upon the ſub- 
Jett, we ſhall find it cannot be otherwiſe : 
The true believer is ptepared to encounter every 
. difficulty. '' Oppoſition only ſerves to redouble his 
- zeal, and every: trial he meets with in his chriſſ ian 
race, he regards as a means afforded him of exer- 
-eifing the wviitues-of patience, forbearance, and re- 
{ ignation to the will of God, and of proving his 
-unfbaken fidelity to bis Lord and Maſter. He looks 
* the Cbrillian life as a ſtate of, Warfare; and 
be ſees himſelf encompaſſed by enemies from with- 
dont, and from. within; and if he experience the 
\hatied, the ridicule, or , contempt of the world; it 


is no more than he expetied ; it is what he was ſuf. 


> +Ficienily fare-warned of. If the world hate you, 


is not 


*  -Taith our Saviour, ye know that it hated me before. 
it hated you. I ye were of the world, tbe world 
would love his oon: But becauſe: ye are not of 
the W Ad, but 1 have choſen you out of the 
world Pereſore the world hateth you. Remem- 
ber the Word that I ſaid unto you, that the ſervant 
greater than his Lord, if they have perſecuted 
me, they will alſo perſecute you; if they have kept 
my ſaying, they will keep yours alſo. But all theſe 
things will they do unto you ſor my name? 
_ + fake; becauſe] they know not him that ſent me.“ 
John xv. 18, 21. In the ſame chapter we read, 


* 


is the world ye ſhall, have tribulation, but be 0 


good cheer ; I have overcome the world“ “ 
The ſincere Chriſtian therefore is content to ſuf. 


3 fer, as well as to do the will of God. Ie is 


content to deny bimſelf, to take up his croſs and 
follow his Maiter. He reckons the ſuſſerings of 

this preſent time, not worthy to be compared with 
the glory Which ſhall be revealed hereafter; afflic- 
tions he efleems as bleſſings. in diſguiſe, and though 


troubled on every ſide, yet he; is not di ſtre ſſei: 
though perplexed, yet not in deſpair i pesſegutsd. 
: but ne forſaken 0ſt down, yet not deftly oyed, 2 
Cor. iv, 8. 9, As ſorrow ful, yet aj, ieqdic- 
ing, as poor, yet making many rich; as Having | 
IT Tt nothing 


nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things,“ u Cor. 
10 ns LES % 17. . 4 


_ reaſon appears to be, that they are 


Lord is, there is liberty. © - 


\ 
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But again, not only the poor amd the aflifited, 
'but the' rich and F chrit- 
tian expetience. The Scripture repreſents riches 

as 2 great obſtacle to the kingdom of God, and the 
apt to create in 
us too ft an attachment to the things of time 
and fenſe, and on this acchunt render ut Jeſs anx- 
-tous about our ſpirttual and eternal wel fare. Riches 
are either a bleſſing or a curſe; according to the uſe 
made of them, They afford us means of doing 
yu in a voriety of ways, and for . e they 
== to have been given us; and when fo employed, 
mey 
our on ſouls. Now a Methodiſt cannot be 
an unchatitable man. He experiences in his dun 


mind, that it is truly . more bleſſed to give thin e 


receive,“ that *he that giveth to the poor» lendeth 
to the Lord,” and that it/ſhall be paid him gast, 
if not in this world, that which is to con; 
love of God abiding in him, conſtrains him love 
all mankind ; and he endeavours as far as to 


"read in the ſteps of his Maſter, going about Yeeking 


to do good. In bis proſperity be forgets not cht 


God from whom he hath dervved every thing be 


poſſeſſes; he ſets a juſt value upon every tempor 
Liefling, eats the bread of thankfulneſs, and/ ſtudies 
to glorify bis Maker in every thought, word, and 
aJion. He finds that the yoke of Chriſt is ealy, - 


and his burden light; the ſervice he is engaged in is 


- 1 


perfect freedom, and that where the Spirit of the 
N 121 


Hie loſes alt reliſh for the pleaſures of ſin and va- 
nity ; his views are too lofty, his deſires too ele. 
vated, to reſt ſatisfied with any thing ſhort of the 
Divine preſence ; and his happieſt hours are ſpent 
in his own cloſet, in the company and converſation * 
of his religious friends, and in atis of piety to God, 


and benevolence to his fellow-creatures: > In me 


redonnd to the glory of God, and the good of - 


bold ape he looks back wi h ſatisfaction. 


"v8 RAsos for Mzrnopis nu. 
he cam look forward! with pleaſing expettation; in 


F 


' ; f TH ; 
Ina mort, the wan who has once recejved affurance 


ot the forgiveneſs of his fins, and views his God 


2 @ reconciled father in Chriſt Jeſus, regards every 


event that befals him as the immediate 


ointment 
of the Divine Being, and holds faſt that bleſſed 
proſpect of immortahty, which the goſpel affords 10 
every true believer ; fuchs a one, I y, muſt be 
Rappy; and whatſoevertemptations be may be ex- 
poſed to, whatfoever-croffes he may meet with, he 
willhſtill be enabled by Divine grace to come off 
: fe conqueror through him that hath loved 
„ OF}? | IT 978 Fenn 


I be principles of Methodiſm bave been groſoly 


misunderſtood. We bave been charged with pride 


_ and ancharitableneſs; and{becauſe we do not partake 
an the commoriamuſements' of life, and enter into 
ſrenes oi gaiet and diſſipation, we are fuppoſed to 
be inimical to friendly and cheerful intercourſe. 
But leteme aſk, In what dees, dug pride ,conb it? 


do new it in our perſobe, in our drefs, in our 
=— converſation; in our dealings with mankind ? Are we 


-ambitious of fame, or of the good opinion and applauſe 
ol che world ? Do ve boaſt of our pwn. ſtrength, gf 
our on abilities and acquirements ? Do ve diſdein 
to viſit the aſſtitted ? Do we look with egntempt upon 
thoſe who differ from us in principles? Do we 
not rather debaſe and humble ourſelves in our own 
eyes, denying ourſelves the merit of; every, thing 
that we do acceptable in the fight of GUd ? A 
af: we glory, we gloty in the Name and Power of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Can we be ſaid o be u- 
charitable, when we employ. a conſiderable portion | 
ol our vacant time in offices of humanity and.kind- 
neſs io our fellow-creatures, in endeavouring to in- 
- ru the ignorant, and to reclaim. the wicked ? 
When we can ſympathize freely witb a brother or 
ſiſter in diftreſs, and rejoice ſincerely in the conver- 
ſion of every, penitent ſoul ? It is our, conſtagt 


/ 


any one rejeft the plan of redemption laid down im 


ve can never merit heaven by our works, and 38 


— — 


mam, if he gain the whole world and loſe e o 


employ ourſelves agreeably Wittbut the aid of cards, 
| dang; prays and other amuſements of a fimilar 


and unreſtrained manner in which we communicate 


chilly ldhlexvable among the lower orders of ſoci- 
_ It is to the poor, to the ignorant, to W os 


prayer that AU 


| and hall ti ad 8 * g. FE 11 11137: 4 


- 
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: 


may come to the knowledge of the 
truth, and be ſaved; and it in ieec"odiehabingss 
tocfay; that there is bm one Rod ito Heaven; ne 
Name only by which we cen be ſaved ; and that i 


the Goſpel; or in the words of St. John, * entereth/ © 
noi by the door into the ſneepfold, but climbeth uß 
ſome other way, the ſame is a thief and a robber 
I'amithe door, (ſaith our Lord,] |'byme if any mag 11 
enter in heiſhall be-faved, and ſhall:go'in and out, 
MT 1 


As thirefore we are allured'from Scripture; thas 


there is but one way of ſalvation, ſo far is the 
8 of this doctrine from r 
At appears to te the gfeateſt act of kindnefſs 
thesbyghelt office of humanity, to promulgate it by 
every means in our power; and this we must do if 
we have afy real regard totheieternal and ſpiritual- 
concerns of manind. For what doth it profit 9 


— i or what ſhall a man give in exchange ſor his 
eee I 
And why ſhould we be deemed unſociable or 
averſe to friendly intercourſe ) Is it becauſe we can 


nature ? Becauſe we deal not in unmeaning com- 

iments, and our diſcourſe is not embelliſhed with 

rokes of ſatire; or lively ſallies of wit and bu-. 
mour ?: Wecenjoy the pleaſures of religious con- 
verſation too much io ſtand in need of any of theſe 
entertainments. We delight to tell and t hear t 
logs wk Go ur heavenly Father; and our fel- 


lowſhip with God is, often: ftrengthened by che. re 


our ſentiments, - „ 
But further. The influence of Methodiſm is 


— 


—— ¶— ͤ—üV 7 —˙· 
—— — 
— 
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that the preaching. of the. Methadidts / is αndered 
2 wore; particularly uſeful. 1 aun ben ion 
Mꝗaay are the inſtances in which men of the moſb 
” . abandoned charsdders have been reclaimed; drunk 
dds bave become ſober; ſabbath-breakera have been 
|  brought,to gſteem it their bigheſt; privilege! and: 

| N delight to keep that day holy and {wearers 


| cen 
Di idleue ſa. and profligacy of every kind, 
baue been aniſhed i and men bavr learnt to be ſa- 
EF tisfied with what God and the labdun of thbir on 
| hands have pravided for them, and ia be diligent. in 
EF their reſpettive callngs, and active in the- diſcharge 
ef: the relative and local duties of lite. 


poor (our Qavious tells us Lhave the goſ pre hey 
| unte them; | and St. James: ſeys, ““ 105 b 


| be ies of kingdom? q ue em {1943 
In humble and obſcure: ſtations, man having'leſs 


ppoortusſties of living neat 1 God; and; ot! gro 
wn. grace; and in this xz: hiſtielk and abt 

- ſometimes operate by comflraining us io apphy to 
Cod fur ſuecour and for-conſfolation, when we find 
hat vain is the helg of man, and there is nothing on 
earth Mhich can give us that a ſſi ſtanee our ſouls ſtand 
in need of. It is in the hour of ſickneſs; and: upon 
| the bed of death, when the cheering influence of 
true Religion ſhires upon the heart in iis full tuſtre; 
it is when we are forſaken and rejeſted by men, 
chat God is ever preſent and dear unto us; and it is 
wis alnne which will enable: us like the Apoſtles of 
, .  dld;ta ric in fmibulation, know ing that though 
many lle the afflictions of the righteous, the Lord 
deliveteth him out ob them all,“ Knxiv, 19. 
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to take the name of the Lord in vain, 
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to aagh them to this world, haue more ampfe op. 
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and be fo 
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Cane: now to treat of the moſt intereſling pi 
of my ſubject. I am awaie that the e 
am about to give of what I call my bil experi 
= be viewed by different 

e upon me as an en{hifias 
*. Who tave my Re at heart, and ples 
next to God, I beli duty to teverence'th 
obey, will regard me * $ With an e 


220 


think, to the ridicule of the world's * 

to ch me with prelumpt prion, be 50 
who have” experienced ſimil. 
felves; will reſoice und con 


ite” me on the B69 


In my rf letter 1 gave an aceviine of the — 
bien duke me td embrace the Chfiſſian Religion 


people in different li 1 4 


that I ſhould expoſe m 3 


conyfekions Gt 4 
en. and bail We an Friend anf dr 1 
Chrifs | 9709 " Fe NO Re 


ry by a 
g 2 
2 | 
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4 a Revelation from God. In my feeohd Leer 


and the former part of this, I have al mo. 
_ tives for were myſelf with e wesch of Metha- 
dias 1 alf vo attempt to de ſetibe, #3 conci 


4 de ite of my mich and the convics 4 
tions I at different times experienced, from che p 
Nod thet I began to think ferioufly,' to the pre 


moment. Aft may that God who k Hm . | 


deceive him, and that I have no intention/ts dec 0 
hers, aſſiſt me in Writing 22 words” of 
and trum And if He vo cefats 0 
lettert intrumemal in the converſibti of a" 7 


my iabour well rewarded.” 


begen to have any very ſerious impreflions, * For 


contemed in my 


Sni. 1 I 


als . 


% 


ſoul, 1 malheſteem my time uſefully exiyloyed, ne 
n was about the middle of September, hen! 


bone time before, 1 bad often ben unesfy aud d 
| mine; 1 never 'comfortadle | 


684 Argos for enen | 
when alone ; and wh en g. com any, I 
Nil! found a omen wining s 10 Nad e 
Aeg ag agreeable. an como] 10 my gw ale 

e eneral top m 


ge ics of converfation' appeared to 
_ rather, frivolous and uninſtructive. I did not fin 
that, enjoyment in the .amuſements of life, which | 
ee in them appeared to do, an 
many; of them were ſugcegded en 
ang. Fegret. I bag mate plea! Jorg: dae 10 
. than/1,realized in ihe poſſeſſion 0 
object in view. And when I came to wad deli- 
berately on the manner I was. ſpending m time, 1 
and: the little ſatisfaction which it afforded me, I 
ſelt a_conſciquſneſs' of _ having acted wrong, and, 
made ee Faun. ut making 4 m in 
1 n [ire [relying..0n; my,own natural. 
exertions — them, they viel We pur- 
Roſe and the leaſt temptation compyg.5n the Way. 
Phang * me afreſh into thoſe very ollies, 1 bad a 
| before determined to renounce. Thus it is 
that the light of nature and the efforts of unaſſiſled 
reaſon, ate but a when oppoſed to the 
influence of cuſtom the power: of temptation, 
Finding. bowever, 1% and leſs ſatisfaQion. in the 
ſe I was purſuing, I mixed leſs frequently with. 
world, avoided ity amuſements, and ſpent the 
greateſt part of my leiſure time in private. Soli- 
tude ſoon became no longer irk ſome ; my books were. 
my companions, and my own thoughts my delight. 
1 ound myſelf merbin in proportion as 1 ſecluded - 
myſelf from company. I could think of notbing with 
Latis faq ion hut Religion, and all converſation which 
bad not this for its object, appeared to me 2288 
| unintereſting. began t pray earneſtiy that God 
would enlighten my underſtanding, that. be would 
remove my doubts and fears, and-eſt,bliſh my faith 
on a ſure. and ſolid foundation. Some ſer mops 
which 1 heard about this ume, together wich, ſevgral 
converſaiions. Which I, had upon religious ſubjects 


with 8 people, ſtimulated me in a 
ter 


— — 


the reſt of my days 0 the ſer 


was ſenſib 


inward peace — joy which the Scripture; aſſufes 


RAG for . | 
after truth, I grew, more fond of retizement!:, Reads 
ing, meditation, private prager, ſocial workhip, aud 
the ee a religious. friend. conſtiued m 

beſt telicity, * way anxious to redeem dbe time 
1 had ſo. ſhamefully e . andito deve 
my God, and 
the good of my fellow —— The Bible was 


my peculiat. ſludy, I r it with delight and im- 


ovement., - The more. 1 read, the mate cleadly-[ 
my Own Low ee, my own inability to -help 
ylelf, and the ſinfulneſs of my, pak conduct. Bat 
977 likewif e a Way for. the remiſhon 
of ſins, and that the blood od of, Jeſus Chriſt x0 
frm all. unrighteou/neſs. I (aw the neceſſit 

creature in Chriſt ; that ons — 


Ry 


leaſe Cod; and that without, Divi 
not perform the Divine Will: 
feaſible, of my want af faith; The; San of 
wan, and the power of in, though ſomewhat dini, 
niſhed,; ill reigned unſubdued in my hearts; and 
thqugh I 1 no reliſh for the pleaſures I bad for- 
merly indulged in, I did not yet experience b 


us is the privilege: of the. righteous... I contases 
to go to church on a, Sunda We "when, opportunity - 
vecuted, and to the Methodiſt chapel as often 8 


could. 1 was; much aſfiſted by tbe, prayers:of m 
nds as. well as my on; and. amongÞ ther 
books which. Lead, I think it my duty to mention 
one in particular. Which was: remarkably. — 1 
0 met and that was, Mr, Fleiches's. n 
Nie I Fett and Common Senſe, 3 1 14. — 
My Wee e ande 1 185 ide 
crowded:in upan we ſo Fa an, (ty 
as almoſt-to- hapilh- "hg could; not bean 49.65 
long at table during 1 
and notwithſtanding the en) e 


ſpirits, I went thraf my, 
erity., I cn y that 11 ” . ail 7 


aſſumnee: of dhe io ee Hes * 5 


am 


Lived you eee 
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tion. in my mind that he Would pardon me, and re- 
cetvꝰ me e his rohr, und adopt me as his child, 
me hence. This conviftion was an 
able ſonrce of comfort and happineſs to me. 
I/prayed more fervently than ever, and my thoughts 
were almoſt continually directed to heaven and hea- 
3 But the time now approached ben 
my hopes were more than realized, my expeQations 
Mole chan anſwered,” Mr.” Gib „one of our 
Frechen (calling) at u houſe" where 1 was viſiting, 
after ſome converfation bad paſſed, went as uſual to 
pPeryert My ind Was 
minner during the Whole time 1 Was upon my 
kuees. I felt what 1 cannot expreſs ; I was over. 
cred, 4 ſeurce knew with What; 1 was apitated 
ith alierntte emotions of fear and bope; of — 
und oft joy. When the prayer was concluded. 1 
wept bitterly"; {ſhed ters; but they were dhe 
r ol jey. Gratitude and love abſorbed evety 
mies feeling; I d., as it were, the fins of my 
Whole life, Ne in array befote me, and at ibe very 
ame infant all blotted: ont in the blood of the 
Lamb. I ſaw myſelf freely juſtißed: 1 Was en- 
abled to look up to God as a reconciled Father ; 
and ! felt the Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs with 
irit znat I was a child of God, Rom. viii. 16. 
* Piece Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 


. of my heart. I r born again; 
| fear vaniſhed, my 


faith way” ey and P' 
hope of- the- glory which ts to come, that 1 was 
equally reſigned to die as to Het 1 viewed myſelf 
in the light of 5 priſoner ſet at large; my chains 


. cquired new vigour. and my 
—— Re Ugh” I had before lived to 
> — I vow fel lire v G04 I had I 


2 


| . 


tance with God; but 1 felt an indeſcribable convic- 


ehed' i in a' remarkable 


we praiſe bis holy name,“ was the. conſtant foe | 


ee ſuch 2 lively 


— — —— "" 


th. 


— 
= 
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neſs, and all her paths peac 
| God i is fleedom, and LE; e the fh 5 Bir of * 


* firſt ſought the kingdom of Go 


-” * 


and 1 thoug ht that by a few 1 ds'1 cou] 
n e . a 
Tithe 
ly. Ly an 2 | 
"on ne hea , 
Es 7 — ab” 17 50 n 
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1 forme 


8 
merly truſted in my own ſtcength,- now relled on 
the merits of my gaviqur. My paſt hfe had been 
. ſcene: of; —.— paſſions; a ſugceſiion D?’ 
nity, folly; and diſquietude ; my greateſt erjoy So — 
now conſiſted in cloſe communion with God. 
n ſentiments of adoration and praiſe for ths Mani» : 
feſtation of bis pardoning mercy. I experienced 
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that perfect love which caſteth out feat g g 4 N 


indeed that Wiſdem's ways e of. Ee eaſant- 


ice of 


Lord is, there is li - 

I could ſleep but falle ; Fratitude 10 8 a 
of prayer and thankſgiving & me 1 a long 
time aſter I went to bed ; hike ore Pight in 
particular in which I think 55 58 A aled my eyes 
to ſleep, but continued ſinging praiſes and inge 
2 heart to God: till I roſe? in ne Morning 4 
— promiſes of the! Goſpel . pre | 

ully on my mind. 1 4 tru 4 find, that bav: 


andi his righte- 
ouſneſs, all other dige were added unto; me, I 


had not a wiſh — — 
appeared to ſhort ; and yet dhe he of)Eternity 


y 


ing; ing grave its vio I realized a 
ien 2 on k 5 imagined I e 


gion giffuſing itſelf Soul me on every 125 
Fs 


moſt every kouſe' ſeemed to be a houſe v5 
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atified. Time 1 


as pou? to. contemplate... Sy had loſt 54 £4 
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« 2s ſeriohs evils. I ſawvtbat thoſe whom 1 
— — upom as enemies; ought rather to be eſ. 


| — cauſed me had contributed to bring me to 

tul ſtate of mind, to an earneſt waiting 
u upon and to ſeek for hopp ineſs where alone 
it was to be found. eme e VEIN 


| theſe words of the poet; 
able Catal 
3 Tt 0 N. ae IT 5 
ood ü . * | 


2111 — 141 


my weary troubled ſpirit, 
Ney finds reſt in thee, my. 
nol: x a Jake, and I am bappy 


A 20% hen in thy dear Win 8 OT, 
23 To and Satan cannot harm me Oo bes | 7 
d. 14 Whilg my Sayiour i 18. ſo nigh... 0 51 is v4 


ni Nor. MI gag of Feſu's merit? ä 
on 4, Felt the world of bis tear Name; | 01941 


| {And any aſk his Spirit, Gel 
Ding, He is ſtill the very ſame. 6-3: 132 HO | 
: aber alten ſoon receiveiß; 2 
He that ſeeketh ſoon ſhall find ; 41 
Fun t Oomez for Whoſoe er delieveth,” 44 
1 fol le wilt never caſt behind } 4 


* * 17% 
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exmon: which Lone day heard Mr. 
T "a on the ſubjett of S me ve 
Far I was _— that though 1 lov 
nM Gal, Tad not loved my neighbour as I ought. 
that. ng 0 not dene . 
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my real-friends; for the uncaſineſs_ 
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comforted, to the*beff of my ability, the fick and 
the needy ; I found it'more profitable to go to the 
houſe of mourning than to the houle vf*featting ; -. 
I wept with thoſe that wept, and rejoiced with thoſe 
that did rejoice. I experienced now the value of 
health and other temporal bleſlings, and the poſſeſ- 
fion of theſe excited in me freſh ſentiments o 
titude, and demanded conſtant returns of thankfol. | 
/ IE 
My heart was devoted to God ; my thoughts cen- 
tered in him. I feared'neither the cenſures, nor 
courted the applauſe of the world. I endeavoured 
to have in view the glory of God in all my Words 
, and actions. I could ſay with the Pſalmift, * The _ 
; S ſalvation; whom ſhall I -- 
fear ? nl h of my life; of 
whom ſhall I be afraid? As the hart panteth after 
ll the water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O 
| God. Whom have 1 in heaven but thee, and there 
| is none upon earth I deſire in compariſon of thee. - 
A day in thy courts is better than a thouſand; I nad 
| rather be a door keeper in the houſe of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs; for the 
Lord is my Sun and my Shield; the ſtrengtih of my 
heart and my portion ſor ever“ 
Mr. Charles Weſley in one of his bymis, re- 
1 preſents ſo well the ſtate of the foul When new. 
converted to God, and his deſcripyon accords Is | 
exactly with my own feelings at the time, that I 
ſhall make no apology for inſerting it here. 


| 23 : = 8 . 9 - 
| 9414 Ho hap are they 1.554645 tue Bob 
yt Woe Who tbe Saviqur obey, 614 abe ; 
And have laid:up'theirtrealure above} i 
4 e Tongue cannot pres 2 167 
The ſeet comfort and peace 
| — . * _— 5 * <P HELI, 35 * 
Of a ſoul in its eatlieſl lo. 


% 0000 (((( 
„ ape Ter comiort was Svc {in boat: 
4 der r When the favour divine enz bn 159d 27 
, of the Lamb; 
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«ff! A va joy Lreceiv d. 
5 | Whats Heaven in Jeſus's 6 * to glyct 
- Tess Heaven below | e de 
= bo My Saviour to know; wat 
| The 22 could do nothing an 
Non 6 ar an fall at his feet. 
OT nl the Rory repeat, —— . 
5 An And N loyer of. ſinners wine Pr 
OR 8, all the day long n 1 as | 
by d as my Joy and my long: 
0 that all his ſalvation might ſee Iv: 


le hath lov'd me, I cried, 
1 (is „He bath ſuffer'd and died, N= 
To redeem ſuch: a rebel ad m. EET] 


IN TOR On the wings of his love” 
I was carried above. 
Won Al fin, and temptation, and pain; 3 
1 8 not believe 5 
bat I ever ſhould grieve, 
F . tx ever ſhould ſuffer again. 


G dchg height | 


N ht 
* e | in ie 12 700 blood 1 
Of my Saviour poſſeſt { 
5 oF 251 95 was perfeQtly bleſt,,. PUG 
1 A if Rll'd with the fulneſs of God. (REES 


It is not io be wondered at that my preſent con- 
duft ſhould appear ſo ſtrange in the eye of the 
world, as to lead many to ſuppoſe I had loſt my 
reaſon and was heſide ner found nevertheleſs, 
that 1 was equally capable of attending to buſineſs, 
and diſcharging che neceſſary duties of my calling, 
with credit to myſell and 65 554 th to! others. 
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bits $A When my heart'it heliev'd, + Iod 


tho' leſs ecſtatic, Was infenitel 


_ eaineftly* to! the throne of grace, that God wo 


me that my depe 


| Lord, I need the merit of thy death, freſl 
| ſupplies of grace, May that God who bath juſti- 
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und it pleaſed God that 1 toom berate more calm - 


and com 


poſed, vnd I enjoyed v ſolid peace, Which, 
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pleaſures this world could 
not have exchanged for the wealth of the Indies. 
This peace I fill retain; I praiſe God night and 
day; it is my meat and driak to do his Will 1 
know that it is God that worketh in me both to will 
and to de of his good pleaſute; to him'thevefgoT 


* 
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_ *afcribe all the glory of every action plesting aht 
acceptable in his ſight; * T'praife Rim for bahnt 


is paſt, and I truſt him for all that's to come“? 
I ſtill however feel the [neceſſity of a watchful 
and praying ſpirit. 1 feel that though the per 
fin be ſubdued, yet the liability io commit. it tall 
remains, and that when temptations aſſail and croſſes 
intervene, my 'femper is apt tobe ruffled, emotions 
of an un leafinr kind ariſe in my breaſt, which tend 
to bumble me in the duſt, and cauſe me tos 


renew my ſtrength and eſtabliſh my goings. 5 


I am thankful that God bath given me a tender 
_- conſcience, and that the leaſt omiſſion of 2 


knowu 
duty, as well as the commiſſion of any actual lin, 

fills me with remorſe and godly ſorrow. This teaches 
ndant ſtate, is an excellent preſer- 
vative againſt preſumptionand ſpiritual pride, and 
drives me continually to that fountain which is ever 


open to the ſincere penitent. Every noun 
an 


ſied me freely, ſanctify me wholly, _— ed 


| whole ſpirit,” ſoul, and body blamele 


coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! | | 
1 have new ſpoken my mind freely and ſully- 1 

have diſcharged a duty which I thought incumbent. 

upon me to perform, and I leave the event to God. 
I cannot conclude without expreſſing a grateful 


' acknowledgement of the many marks of Sander: 
8 and liberality I have experienced from my friends. K 1 


442 2 | | 
Which I would © 
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have notoply,met withleſspppoſitionthan I ex pe dled, 


re reſpeds with a d 
e tenderneſs and r 


afeQion, which I fear, is not very 
commonly diſplayed on like occaſions. God knows, 
that the weg citcumſtance which has afforded me 
— uncaſineſa, is, that my conduct ſhould not al- 
de approved of by thoſe perſons, whom it 


i 1 no leſa m inte reſt and inelination, than my duty 


10 pleaſa and obey. But if, “ when a man's ways 
. de Lord, he can make even his enemies be 
eace with bim.“ how much more may we ex- 
that he will eſtabliſh union, harmony, and love, 
thoſe who are related to each. other by the 
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"HE Life of Mr. THOMAS WALSH, of 
bt Bally-Linn, in Ireland; compoſed chiefly 
| from his own papers, by Mr. JAMES MORGAN. 
Mic Waysn: was educated in the principles of t the - . 
Church of Rome, but being convinced of the ert . I 
and: pernicious Doctrines of that Church, he em- bf 
| - bracedithe Proteſtant Religion,” Soon after he wat 
| inſtrufted more perfectly in the truth as it is in Jo | 
and became an Itinerant Preacher in the Met one 
Connection. This Narrative contains à particular 
1 , account of his remarkable Convictions and Convers 
ion; his de =p experience, inward ſufferings, pers _ — - 
*% —— afflictions, and temptations : his amoeſt 
exampled zeal for the converſion of finners, and 
i in lefats able labours in the miniſtry, both in Eng · 
land and Ireland. Bound 484 6d; — 14. 


+ ., The Life of the pious and venerable Me. ' 
JOHN FLETCHER, Vicar of Madeley,' Author = 
| of the Checks againſt Antinomianiſm, and many 
other valuable pieces of aud © pratical 
| Divinity, gt the 2 the! ya r. 1 — _ 

the Arminian Magazine for Year 29 9 A 

bound 28, 6d, ſewed as. 4 1 

9. EatraRt of the Life. of Madam GUION. The 

account of this extraordinary perſon abounds with | 

any excellent as tending. to 2 — 3 
$ . ititual advantage of the children 1 
was often favoured with uncommon ens Ou 

the Holy * and, ern people 3 

denmang a: rk, degenerate 0 
8 Grace, a cog meaſure ol the Mind thait 
Was in Chxriſt * fn ighteouſneſs, peace, and 

joy in the Holy Ghoſt: few inſtances are to be 
found flach exalted love N 
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bour ; of. genuine humility, invincible. meeknels, 
and 3 reſignation, Price bound 28. 6d, 
| few Wo © = 


4. The Life of Mr, THOMAS HALIBUR- 
TON, Profeſſor of Divinity" in the Univerſity of 
St. Andrews. Scotland, In this Narrative is de- 
| ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of Man, in 
a way ſo clear and inſtructing, as is rarely to be met 
with either in ancient or modern Writings, Mr. 
Haliburton went through deep convictions and dil. 
treſſin temptations, or ſeveral years; he was 
particu arly exerciſed with preplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of Gon, and the Veracity of the 
Holy Scripuures ; and was happily and powerfully. 
delivered from all his fears and anxieties. His la- 
dours in the; Miniſtry were ſucceſsful, and he 
| Gniſhed his he e Lords 
; yay Gd. 8 ff; 2 
6. The ee M. n RENTy, A French No- 
| an @ ENomplary piety and devotedneſs to 

Gop. .Sonke years before his death he could teſtify: 
„ Lear out with me ardiparily, an experimen- 
Aal ve —.—— lenitude of the preſence of the 
Holy Rd in ſo lively a manger, that 
my ou ber —_—y t 
ab all.“ ice Gd. 8 0 
_ © 6, An Roca of Tits: Dads with Mr, iS 
HN HAIME. He was brougbt t the daes 
Ted of che Truth When à foldier in the Queen's 
 Regiment-of Dragoons, and preached the Goſpel to 
the Britiſh Fats Np in Flanders, in the yeats 744 
and 4 is Narrative mcludes ſome account 
as ener 9 who were killed at the bat- 
ace, Fontenoy. 
The Sur nge Chriſtian Experience of M 
Liz ABA TI HARPER, of Redruth in Corn 
3. The Life of Mr. JOHN r 824 
5 low of King's College | 
._ 0.4% A Sever "fx ay Death of Mira, | 
| HANNAH | RICHARDSON 3 1 Mr. Charles 
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